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GENERAL DIRECTIONS. 



In this course of Christian instruction, ther^ are 
eight text-books, bearing the following titles : — Ear- 
ly Religious Lessons; Palestine and the Hebrew 
People ) Lessons on the Old Testament ; Life of 
Christ; Books and Characters of the New Testa- 
ment ; Religious Duties and Christian Morals ; Doc- 
trines of Scripture ; Scenes from Christian History. 

The first of these is designed to be used — though 
not to the entire exclusion of other text-books for 
that period — by all pupils under ten years of age. 
As children enter the Sunday School at different 
ages, it seems necessary to leave them, up to a cer- 
tain period, without a very rigidly determined order 
of instruction, and more than afterwards under the 
direction of the individual preferences and judg- 
ments of their teachers, in regard to their methods 
of study. The first manual, consisting of selected 
passages of Scrijfture and simple illustrative verses, 

D git zed by Google 



IV 

is offered to these teachers as an aid to their work. 
The object here is not so much connection between 
the parts, as to fasten in, the child's mind certain 
sacred words and truths, fraught with hallowed asso- 
ciations, which may prove a treasury of comfort and 
suggest themes of devout meditation through* the 
whole of life. Each exercise is to he thoroughly 
. fixed in the pupiVs memory. It may then be ex- 
plained and illustrated, according to the teacher's 
pleasure or opportunity. 

At the beginning of each school year, all the pu- 
pils withia the school, that have arrived at the age of 
ten within the year preceding, are to be arranged 
in classes of convenient size, and to be occupied 
one school year — not more nor less — with Manual 
No. 2, — " Palestine and the Hebrew People." 

All pupils that have become eleven years old 
within the year preceding, are to study for one year 
Manual No. 3. No. 4 is for scholars between the 
ages of twelve and thirteen. No. 5. is for those 
between thirteen and fourteen. No. 6 is for those 
between fourteen and fifteen. No. If is for those 
between fifteen and sixteen. No. 8 is for those be- 
tween sij^teen and seventeen. 

The order of succession in the subjects of study 
will be observed, and the obvious reasons that pre- 
scribe it The success of the plan, in any given 

> Digitized by VjOOQIC 



school, will probably depend much on a strict adher- 
ence to this system. 

Most of the text-books contain only about thir^ 
lessons each. Room is thiis provided for tho vaca- 
tion that is introduced into some Sunday Schools, 
for unavoidable interruptions within the year, and 
for a review of the book. 

The lessons are of such length that they may be 
fully recited in about half an hour ; and, to do them 
justice, not less than that amount of time should be 
left free from all other occupation in every Sunday 
School exercise. 

The design is that each subject, in the order, shall 
be thus thoroughly mastered and understood by the 
class ; that, at the close of the year, they may be as 
well fitted for examination in it, as the classes of our 
common schools are in their several branches of 
study. It is earnestly recommended to parents, 
teachers, and pastors, that they require of the young 
committed to their charge, and pursuing this course, 
so much time and application as will accomplish 
this end. The result, to say nothing of spiritual 
impressions, would be the possession of a body of 
Christian information of the utmost value, and such 
as no youth can remain ignorant of, in a commu- 
Fiity like ours, without cause for deep reproach. 

The names of the writers, arranged alphabetici^* 
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ty, and not according to the order of the books in 
the course, are as follows : — 

Rev. Geo. W. Briggs, 

" S. G. BULFTNCH, 

" RuFus Ellis, 

" Edward E. Hale, 

" F. D. Huntington, 

" John H. Morison, 

-** Ephraim Peabodt. 
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PREFACE. 



The order of events here is according to 
that adopted in Dr. Carpenter's Harmony of 
the Gospels. For the purpose of greater dis- 
tinctness, dates have been placed at the be- 
ginning of the lessons, though in most cases 
they must be, at least in part, conjectural. It 
is recommended that both teachers and pupils 
should make but little use of the questioBS, 
and that those who have time will carefully 
read the chapters referred to in the Bible. It 
is hoped that all who may use this little book 
may approach the subject with the reverence 
due to the Son of God, and Saviour of the 
world. 
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A LIFE OF CHRIST. 



LESSON I. 

BIRTH OP JESUS. - — CIRCUMCISION. — PRESENTATION 
IN THE TEMPLE. 

Luke L 26-56; ii. 1-38. 

In the city of Nazareth, near the Lake of Galilee, 
ahout eighteen hundred and fifty years ago, there' 
lived a virgin whose name was Mary, and she was 
espoused to a man named Joseph. Both Mary and 
Joseph were descended from David, who a thou- 
sand years before was king of Israel ; and Gra- 
briel, an angel of God, was sent to Mary, and said 
to her, "Hail, thou that art highly favored! The 
Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women." 
She was greatly troubled, and knew not what this 
could be, but the angel comforted her, and told her 
that the power of the Most High should overshadow 
her, and that she should become the mother of a 
child who should be called the Son of God. Mary 
was filled with awe and wonder ; but she believed 
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what the angel had told her, and said, '^ Be it unto 
me according to thy word." And the angel went 
away and left, her. 

. Some months after this, Augustus Caesar, who was 
then Emperor of Rome, commanded the people of 
Palestine to have their names enrolled, that a census 
might he taken. So every man was obliged to go 
to the place where his family belonged, and Joseph 
and Mary went from Nazareth to Bethlehem, a dis- 
tance of about seventy miles. Bethlehem was the city, 
that is, the birthplace, of David. There he watched 
his father^s sheep, and may have written and sung the 
beautiful Psalm, " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want." It was, therefore, the place to whicl\ the 
family of Joseph and Mary belonged. Probably many 
other people came to Bethlehem at the same time, 
and for the same purpose, so that there were more 
there than could be .comfortably lodged nn the inn. 

When Joseph and Mary came, they must have 
found the inn very full, and so took their place in 
the stable. While they were there, the child that 
the angel had promised to Mary was born. He was 
wrapped in swaddling-clothes and laid in a manger.' 
Ho who came to save the world had his birthplace 
m a stable. 

Near the city of Bethlehem were shepherds, who, 
at the approach of night, drove their flocks from the 
hills to the plain, and watched them till morning to 
keep them from the wolves. On the night when Je- 
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SU8 was bom, while they were watching their flocksi 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glo* 
ry of the Lord shone round about them. They were 
greatly terrified, but the angel told them not to fear, 
that he brought to them the most joyful news that 
the nnorld had ever heard ; for the great Deliverer 
and Saviour, Christ the Lord, had just been bom. 
He told them how they might find and know the 
child. And, as he spoke, " suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
Grod, and saying, ' Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good- will toward men.' " 

When the angels had gone away into heaven, the 
shepherds came in haste to Bethlehem. There they 
found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger, as the angel had told them. Then they 
went and. told everywhere the wonderful things 
which they had heard and seen ; and the people 
were filled with amazement at their story. But 
Mary had no words to tell her feelings. She kept all 
these things in her heart, and. thought them over in 
silence. 

By the law of Moses, every child, when eight 
day« old, was to be circumcised. Joseph and Mary 
had their child circumcised, and, as the angel had 
commanded, they called his name Jesus, which 
means Saviour. In this way they offered him to 
GU>d, as not only their child, but his. 

There was another ceremony which the* Jews per* 
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fonned for their first-bom children, to show their 
thankfulness to God for what he had given thenn. 
When the little one was about six weeks old, the 
parents were required to bring him before the priest, 
to present him to the Lord, and to offer a sacrifice 
for him. When Joseph and Mary brought Jesu^ in- 
to the temple, they met a just and devout man 
named Simeon, whom God had before told that he 
should not see death till he had seen the Lord's 
Christ, or the Lord's Anointed. When Simeon saw 
them, he immediately knew \Vho Jesus was. He 
was filled with great joy. He took the young child up 
in his arms, and blessed God, and said, " Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word ; for mine eyes have seen ihy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people." 

Another remarkable thing happened while Jesus 
was in the temple. Just at that time, a widow named 
Anna, a prophetess, very aged, one who served God 
day and night in his lemple, when she saw him, 
knew that Jesus was to be their Redeemer. She too 
was filled with gladness and thanksgiving, and spoke 
of this child as the Deliverer whom God had prom- 
ised to all who were looking for redemption in Israel. 

Joseph and Mary must have been moved with 
strange feelings of awe and love, as they looked on 
this mysterious child, whom Grod had intrusted to 
them, and ^ho was yet to be the Redeemer of the 
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world. Even in her most joyful moments, Mary 
knew that it must be through sorrow, as well as glad- 
ness, to her and to her child, that God's great work 
was to be done. She did not see the cross from the 
beginning, but it would seem as if something of its 
shadow had fallen upon her heart. The aged Sim- 
eon had told her that a sword should pierce through 
her soul. She could not understand all that was 
meant by this, but she must have known that sorrow 
and trial were foretold. 



Most merciful Father, who didst foretell the com- 
ing of thy Son by thine holy prophets, and annoimce 
his birth by the appearance and the songs of thy 
heavenly angels, may we receive him with joy and 
gladness as our Saviour and our Redeemer. And 
may we join with the angels in saying, " Glory to 
Grod in the, highest, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men," through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Questions. — Who were cfoseph and Mary? Where did 
they live 1 How far from Jerusalem 1 What did the angel 
announce to Mafy 1 What did she say 1 Why did Joseph 
and Mary go to Bethlehem ? How far is Bethlehem from 
Jerusalem? About six mjles. What took place while they 
were there ? What appeared to the shepherds ? What did 
the angel say? What was the song of the angels? What 
did the shepherds then do ?' What did his parents do to Jesus 
when he was' eight days old ? What, when he*was about six 
weeks old ? What can yon tell about Simeon in the temple f 
About Anna ? What must Mary's feelings have been ? 
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LESSON 11. 

CHILDHOOD 01 JESUS. — IN EGYPT. — AT NAZARETH. 
WITH THE DOCTORS IN THE TEMPLE. 

Matt. ii. 13 - 23 ; Lake ii. 41 - 52. 

After Jesus was presented to thfe Lord in the 
temple, Joseph was told by an angel m a dream to 
take the child and his mother into Egypt ; for if they 
did not, the cruel King Herod would destroy him. 
They went into Egypt ; but soon after, that wicked 
king died a wretched death, and Joseph and Mary 
took their child, and dwelt with him in the city of 
Nazareth. Here they lived a quiet life, and Mary 
must have thought much of the wonderful things 
which had happened, and of the words which the 
angel had spoken to her. 

Jesus grew, and became strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
There were no schools then, such as we have now, 
and probably he had no instructors to teach him 
letters. (John vii. 15.) But he already thought 
much of God, and the spirit of God was with him. 

Nazareth is one ' of the most beautiful places in 
the Holy Land. From the hill which rises over it 
one may see towards the south the grand plain of 
Esdraelon, with portions of Mount Hermon and 
Mount Gilboa, towards the east the round top of 
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Mount Tabor, and at the west, Mount Carmel and the 
waters of the Mediterranean Sea. Here Jesus, in his 
early years, must often have stood, in meditation 
and prayer. Around the city of Nazareth, which is 
built on a hill, are deep and secluded dells, — silent 
paths shut in by high rocks, and many a sweet spot, 
which his feet must have trod, and which, even in his 
childhood, he must have made sacred by his prayers. 

We may imagine the feelings of reverence with 
which Mary looked on his calm and thoughtful face, 
as he came home from one of these walks in which 
he had been " not alone, for the Father was with him,'' 
amid his grand and glorious works. She knew that 
in some mysterious way he was the Son of God, and 
would become the Saviour of the world. His per- 
fect sinlessness must have filled her with a religious 
awe. She pondered these things in her heart, and 
though she did not understand them, she quietly 
waited till God should make them known to her. 

Almost all the Jews, and amoi^g them Joseph and 
Mary, went up every spring, at the full of the moon, 
to the Feast of the Passover. They went up in 
large companies, or caravans. A number of fami*- 
lies, who were friends or relatives, would go up to- 
gether, and the children of one family would some- 
times leave their own parents, and go with other 
children belonging to the same party. They had 
no cdrriages to ride in. Most of them would go on 
foot very slowly over the hills and plains. At night 
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they pitched their tents, and then each child was ex- 
pected to be with his own family. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, he went up in 
this way with his parents to Jerusalem. They 
usually staid at the feast seven days. At the end 
of the seven days Joseph and Mary left the city, but 
Jesus remained behind. They supposed that he 
was with some other family of their party, and took 
no pains to find him. But when at the close of the 
day they had pitched their tent, their son was not 
there. They inquired for him among their relatives 
and acquaintance, but could hot find him. They 
then became very anxious, and went back the whole 
day's journey, to' search for him. They inquired 
from place to place in the city, but could hear 
nothmg of him that- evening. It must have been a 
sad and distressing night to them. 

The next day, after inquiring for him in many 
places, they at last found him in the temple. There 
the child was, sitting in the midst of the wisest and 
most learned men, " hearing them, and asking them 
questions." His wisdom and understanding filled 
them with wonder. They were amazed. The 
aged Simeon, who alone might have understood 
him, had doubtless died long before this, and no 
one then knew that Jesus was indeed the long ex- 
pected Messiah, the Son of God. 

When Joseph and Mary found him in the teniple, 
they also were astonished. But their distress in 
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losing him had been very great; and his mother 
almost reproached him for leaving them. " My 
child," she said, '^ why hast thou dealt so with us ? 
Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrow- 
ing." Jesus meekly replied, " How is it that ye 
were seeking me ? Did je not know that I must 
be about my Father's business ? " 

But Jesus did not stay longer in the temple. He 
set an example of filial obedience, which all who 
wish to be like him will cheerfully follow. He went 
away immediately with his parents, and " was sub- 
ject unto them," that is, he lived with them as a 
dutiful and obedient child. He who lived so near to 
God, who felt God's power within "him, and who as 
the Son of God must then have known far more 
than his parents could ever know, was still ready to 
obey them. How beautiful the lesson which is here 
taught ! And Jesus increased in wisdom, and in 
stature, and in favor with Grod and men. 



Our Father in heaven, may we learn of Jesus to 
give our earliest years and thoughts to thee. May 
we even now be always about our Father's business. 
May we, as thy children, love and cheerfully obey 
our earthly parents ; and may thy grace be upon 
us and dwell within our hearts, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Questions. — Where did ^esus and hia parents lire when 
ihey left Bethlehem? And why? Where did they after- 
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wards live ? Describe Nazareth. ■ How was the childhood of 
Jesus passed? How did the Jews go up to the Passover 1 
Can you tell what the Feast of the Passover was ? How old 
was Jesus when he went to the Peast of the Passover ? What 
took place in regard to him? Where did his parents find 
him? How was he^ employed ? What did his mother say 
tcvliim ? What was his reply 1 What did he do after thia ? 
What is the lesson taught by his ob6dience ? 



LESSON III. 

THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OP JESUS. 

From Jan. 15 till Feb. 24. — Matt. iii. 13-17; iv. 1-11; 
Mark i. 7 - 9 ; Luke iii. I - 23 ; iv. \ - 13. 

When Jesus was about thirty years of age, he 
knew that it was now time for him to leave Naza- 
reth, and to show himself to the world as the Son 
of God. So he came to John the Baptist, who was 
then by the river Jordan. You can find out more 
about John the Baptist in the first and third chapters' 
of Luke, and the third and fourteenth chapters of 
Matthew. He was the great prophet whom God had 
sent to prepare the way for Jesus. 

Jesu« came to John, and asked to be baptized by 
him. But John felt that he was not worthy even to 
untie the shoe-latchet of Jesus. And how could he 
baptize him ? " I," he said, " have need to be bap- 
tized by thee, and comest thou to me ? " But Jesus 
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begged him to permit it to be so. Jolin, though he 
still felt his imworthiness, did as Jesfts requested. 
When Jesus was baptized, and came up out of the 
water, immediately the heavens were opened, and 
he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming upon him, and there was a voice from heav- 
en, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 

After this Jesus went into a rbcky, mountainous, 
dreary place near Jericho, to prepare himself for 
his great work by meditation, fasting, and prayer. 
When he had been in this lonely place, <almost en- 
tirely without food, forty days, he became very 
hungry, and was sorely tried in his mind. 

It \^as as if Satan appeared to him and' put evil 
thoughts into his mind. At first the tempter took 
advantage of his hunger, and asked why he should 
suffer in this way. If he were the chosen of God, 
why should he not use his miraculous powers to sat- 
isfy his hunger ? " If thou art the Son of God, com- 
mand that these stones be made bread." But Jesus 
thought of the hungering of the soul, and the better 
food which God supplies. " It is written," he said, 
" that man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God."" He did not allow his hunger to make him 
forget for a single moment the higher wants of the 
soul. 

Then it was as if the Devil took him to the holy 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 

city of Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle 
of the temple. He tempted him here by putting it 
into his mind, that, if he were really the favorite of 
God, he might, by casting himself down from the 
top of the temple, prove that he wets so. But Jesus 
knew, that it was wrong to try God in this way by 
needlessly exposing himself, and he said to the 
tempter, " It is written. Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God." 

Then the Devil seemed to take him into a very 
high mountain, and to show him all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them ; and he said to 
him, "All these will I give thee, if*thou wilt fall 
down and worship me." It was as if he had said, 
" You have great powers, you can use them as you 
please, you can do whatever you wish, and if you 
will only act as I desire you to, I will give you all 
these kingdoms for your own." But the thought 
was immediately cast out from the pure mind of 
Jesus. " Get the^ behind me, Satan," he said, " for 
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy Grod, 
and him only shalt thou serve." After this Jesus 
was tempted no more. The power of evil against 
him was broken. The tempter fled froiyi him, and * 
heavenly angels came and ministered unto him. 

We learn from our Saviour's example here, never 
to let a temptation remain in the mind. It must be 
driven away immediately, by some good thought, or 
divine precept. The moment that a thing seems 
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wrong to us, we must drive it from us. If we allow 
it to stay, it must injure us. Many children do 
wicked things, and ruin their souls, by not putting 
away the first evil thought. It is dangerous to play 
withv wicked thoughts, or to allow ourselves to im- 
•agine things which God would not approve. We 
may say to ourselves, that it will do no harm to 
think about them ; but it will do great harm. It will 
destroy the purity of our minds. It will weaken our 
power of resisting temptation. It will displease God. 
Jesus certainly could, if any one 'could, entertain 
evil thoughts without being harmed by them, but 
even he did not dare to do it He repelled them at * 
(mce, and let them have no place in his mind. 



O God, who knowest how sorely we are tried and 
tempted in our minds, wilt thou have mercy upon 
us, and save us from tempt^ions too strong for us. 
Help us to drive away all evil thoughts and desires, 
and to live holy and blameless lives, through Him 
who h;*th borne our infirmities and shown us how to 
com<9 off more than conquerors in all our conflicts 
with sin. 

Questions. — How old was Jesas when he began his min* 
istiy ? Wlio was John the Baptist ? Luke J., iil ; Matt. ill. 
Describe the baptism of Jesus. Where was the wilderness 
into which Jesns went? What was the first temptation? 
How did Jesus meet it 1 Does this temptation ever come to us f 
How ? In the love of gain. What was the second tcmptac 
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tion 1 How did Jesas meet it 7 Are we tempted to use God*s 
best gifts so as to make men admire our powers ? Yes, in the 
love of admiration or notoriety. What was the third tempta- 
tion ? How did Jesas meet it ? How may this temptation 
come to us ? In the form of ambition, or the love of power. 
How may we resist temptation? How shall we treat evil 
thonghts ? Is it safe to allow them to stay in our minds ? 



■ LESSON IV. 

JESUS PROCLAIMED BT JOHN. — MIRACLE AT CANA. 

Feb. 25: March l-7.ft-John L 19-ii. 11. 
• 

At this time the Jews, were generally expecting 
some extraordinary being, whom they called the 
Messiah, the Christ, or the Anointed One, whose 
coming had been foretold by their prophets, and 
who, they supposed, was ^o be their king. When 
they heard of John the Baptist, and of the crowds 
that were gathering round him at the Jordan, they 
sent priests to ask who he was. But he told them 
plainly that he was not the Christ. "I am," he 
said, " the voice of one crying in the wilderness. 
Make straight the way of the Lord.' " " But," he 
told them, '' there is one standing in the midst of 
you whom ye know not, whose shoe's latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose." 

The next day after this, and. it was now about 
the twenty-fifth of February, Jesus returned from 
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the wild, desolate, mountainous region about Jericho, 
where he }iad been fasting, and, where the tempta- 
tion had taken place. The Wilderness was not far 
from that part of the Jordan where John had been 
baptizing. When John saw Jesus coming, he said 
to those around him, " Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world ! " John was 
the cousin of Jesus, bom six ^months before him. 
But they probably were brought up in different 
places, so that they may not hay been acquainted 
with each other till now. Or, if they had known 
each other as cousins, it was not till the time of his 
baptism that John knew Jesus to be the Messiah. But 
now he bore his testimony, and said, " I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him. And I knew him not ; but he that 
sent me to baptize with water had said unto me, 
' Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining upon him, the same is he which bap- 
tizeth with the Holy Ghost.' And I saw, and bare 
record that this is the Son of God." 

The next day John was standing again near the 
same place, with two of his disciples ; and looking 
upon Jesus, who was walking along, he said, " Be- 
hold the Lamb of God." The two disciples, one of 
whom was Andrew and the other probably John, 
afterwards the beloved disciple of Jesus, went and 
Btaid with Jesus that day. Andrew went to his 
brother Simon, and said, " We have found the Me«- 

MO. IV. 3 
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Siah." And he brought. him to Jesus, and Jesus, 
when he saw him, called him Cephas, or Peter, 
which means a rock. 

The next day Jesus found Philip, and said to him, 
" Follow me." Philip belonged to the same city as 
Andrew and Peter. And Philip called Nathanael to , 
Jesus. •Nathanael at first doubted whether any thing 
good could come out of Nazareth. But Philip said, 
'•^ Come and see." When Jesus saw him coming, 
he said, " Behold sfc Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile." Nathanael, in great surprise, asked Jesus 
how he could have known him. Jesus replied, 
" Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig-tree, f saw thee." This astonished Nathan- 
ael still more, and he said with awe, " Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God." Jesus said, " Believest thou, 
because I said, ' I saw thee under the fig-tree ' ? Thou 
shah see greater things than these. Hereafter ye 
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God as- 
scending and descending upon the Son of man." 
What a beautiful picture is this, of heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
him. How near to us does it seem to bring heaven, 
and the bright and blissful spirits who dwell in tht^ 
presence of God. If the senses, which shut out 
the sight of spiritual things while they reveal to us 
material forms, should be taken away, and our souls 
permitted X(S see as they are seen, we might even 
now behold the angels of God bending over us and 
seeking to do us good. ^ i 
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Jesus now left John and the Jordan, and, walking 
sixty miles, came to Nazareth. Soon after, he went 
four or five miles to a marriage-feast at Cana. The 
mother of Jesus and his disciples were there. These 
marriage festivals usually lasted seven or eight days. 
The expected presence of Jesus may have called 
together an unusual number of guests, so that the 
wine, which was a common drink of the people there, 
and of a kind not likely to intoxicate those who used 
it, failed. This must of course have given much 
uneasiness to the family, who were probably poor 
people. Jesus saw their trouble, and took pity on 
them. He who came from God as the Saviour of 
the world never despised any opportunity, however 
small, by which he might add to the happiness of 
those around him, and lessen their sufferings. 

The mother of Jesus, evidently disturbed in her 
mind, had told him that there was no wine. She 
then directed the servants to do whatever he might 
ask them to do. There were six large stone vessels 
near. Jesus said to the servants, " Fill the vessels 
with water,*' and they filled them full. He then 
said, " Draw some out now, and bear it to the master 
of the feast." They did as he told them. The 
master of the feast did not know where it came 
from. But as soon as he had tasted it, he sent for 
the bridegroom and said to him, " Others use their 
good wine first, but thou hast kept it till now." So 
is it always with Jesus. In the pleasures of this 
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world the good comes first, but Jesus saves that 
which is best till afterwards. When we are tempted 
by impure and forbidden pleasures, let us remem- 
ber this, and turn to Him who, though he may try us 
severely at first, -will at last give us a pure and heav- 
enly joy. 

This was the first of those wonderful works by 
which Jesus manifested the glory which God be- 
stowed upon him, and thus proved that God was 
speaking through him. 

Immediately after this he went with his mother, 
his brethren, and his disciples, to Capernaum, which 
from this time till his death was his home, so far as 
he kad a home on the earth. 



Our Father, who dost condescend, to supply our 
lowest wants, may we thank thee as we ought for 
all thy gifts. May the spirit of thy Son go with us, 
not only amid our trials and our serious duties, but 
in our amusements and our pleasures. Sanctify to us 
our joys ; and, at last, may we all come to the mar- 
riage-feast of the Lamb, and be permitted to enter 
in and rejoice with him and with thee, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Questions. — What is the meaning of Christ, cr Messiah f 
What relation did John the Baptist be.ar to Jesas ? When did 
Jesos come from the wilderness ? What did John say when 
he saw him 1 What testimony did John bear to him ? How 
happened Andrew and Peter to go to Tesus ? Tell me aboiU 
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Philip and Nathanael. Where did Jesus go when he left tb« 
Jordan 1 Can you trace his journey on the Bbap ? Where 
did Jesos go to a marriage-feast 1 How far is Can& from 
Nazareth ? Who besides Jesus was at the marriage-feast 1 
Why would many guests be likely to go 1 What remarkable 
thing did Jesus do there? Please to tell the particulars. 
Where did Jesus and his mother go to dwell after the mar- 
riage ? Where was Capernaum ? It is not certainly known ; 
but it must have been near the northern end of the Lake of 
Galilee. 



LESSON V. 

DBIYING THE TRADERS FROM THE TEMPLE. CONVES 

' ' SATION WITH NICODEMUS. 

Ik 

March. — John ii. 13 - iii 1 5. 

Jesus and his disciples could not have remained 
at Capernaum more than five or six days before 
they set out to attend the Feast of the Passover at 
Jerusalem. They had about ninety miles to go, and 
it would take them nearly five days. We do not 
know what happened to them on the journey, or what 
they talked about when they stopped to rest themselves 
by the way. It was about the middle of March, and 
in that warm climate every thing round them must 
have been as fresh and beautiful as it is here two or 
three months later. 

When they came to the temple in Jerusalem (the 
feast began March 19) Jesus found there, not men 
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who had come to worship God, but men that sold 
oxen and sheep and' doves, and who changed money 
for gain. He was indignant that his Father's house 
should be dishonored by being made a house of mer- 
chandise. He therefore made a whip of small cords, 
and, with this emblem of his authority, he, as the 
Son of God, drove them, with their sheep and their 
oxen, out of the temple. The Jews were greatly 
surprised at this act, and asked him what sign he 
could give, to show that he had a right to do such 
things. He spoke to them of his death and resur- 
rection. But they did not understand what he said, 
and even his disciples did not know the meaning of 
it t^l after he was risen from the dead. But when 
the people saw his wonderful works, many of them 
believed that he was indeed the Messiah. 

It was during this Feast of the Passover that Nic- 
odemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night 
In many respects he was a good man. But he was 
afraid to acknowledge Jesus before men, and so he 
came to him when it was dark. Nicodemus is men- 
tioned only three times in the Bible, and eyeiy time 
he is spoken of as the man who " came to Jesus in 
the night" He meant well. He wished to be his 
disciple. But he was timid and fearful, as many of 
us are, and so did not dare to let it be known openly 
how much he cared for Jesus. 

He came to him by night, probably in some re- 
tired room where only Jesus and two or three of his 
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disciples were. *' Master,'* he said, *' we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God ; for no man can 
do the miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him.'* Jesus saw his weakness, and, instead of an- 
swering what he had said, he sought to turn his 
thoughts in upon his own heart His reply was as 
if he had said, " You need not come here in the 
night to honor me with your lips. These empty, 
outside professions, so timidly made, do you no 
good. They cannot prepare you to enroll yourself 
among the followers of the Messiah. Unless a man 
be bom again. He cannot see the kingdom of God.'' 

Nicodemus did ' not kno^ what Jesus meant, and 
with astonishment he asked, " How can a map be 
bom when he is old ? " Jesus said, " Unless a man 
be born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God." He touched Nicodemus's 
weak point To be born of water was to be bap- 
tized, to ^ake a public profession of his faith in 
Christ, instead of coming to him secretly by night 
But it was not enough to be born of water only. 
Baptism and a public profession alone could not save 
him. He must also be born of the spirit. " That 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which 
• is bom of the spirit is spirit" 

But how Can this be ? We do not know. We 
put a seed into the ground, and it springs up a liv- 
ing plant But no one can tell how. The wind 
bloweth; we hear the sound of it, but we cannot 
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see it, and no man knows whence it cometh or whith- 

^ . ■ . . ■ 

er it goeth. So we cannot see the spirit of God. 

We know not how it acts, faor how it gives new life 

to our souls, when, by opening our hearts to God, 

and praying to him, and striving to do his will and 

to submit entirely to him, we are born of the Spirit, 

and become children of God. We cannot tell how 

the spirit acts upon us. But if we come to God in 

this way, and pray to him for newness of heart 

and life, he will hear us, and answer our request. 

Still, Nicodemus was not satisfied. He was only 
the more astonished, and exclaimed, *' How can 
these things be ? "' Jeeus did not try to explain 
them to him. He saw that Nicodemus was too 
worldly to understand spiritual things. '' We speak,'' 
he said, " that which we know and have seen, and 
ye do not believe it. If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye > believe not, how shall ye believe if I 
tell you heavenly things ? No man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he who came down fiflm heaven, 
even the Son of man, who is in heaven." Then 
Jesus spoke to Nic^odemus of his own death, by which 
he would save all who should believe and put their 
trust in him. 

Some of these sayings of Jesus we may not under- 
stand. But one thing which he has. taught here 
we can understand ; arid that is, always to believe 
what ke tells us, whether we are able to see how it 
can be or not. Many things which we cannot see. 
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were as plain to him as the trees or friends which 
we look upon are to us. He tells us what he has 
seen with his Father in that spiritual world which 
was open to him , but which our eyes cannot see. 

Sometimes we meet a man from a far distant 
country, who tells us about plants and animals and 
men very different from any that we have ever seen. 
If we know that he is a good man, we believe what 
he says. He has seen them for himself, and so must 
know what he is talking about. It will not do for 
us to say, "We have never seen any such things, 
and therefore will not believe them." That would 
be very foolish. In this chapter Jesus says, " We 
speak that which we know, and testify that which 
we have seen." He comes to us from a country 
which we have never visited. He tells us about 
God, and the angels, and the spirits of the good who 
live with them. He tells us also how we must live 
here, if when we die we would go into that happy 
world, and be with God and his angels. He died in 
order to draw us to him. Let us bot doubtingly say, 
with Nicodemus, " How can these things be ? " 
But let us, as if at the feet of Jesus, say, " Lord, I 
believe. I am an ignorant child ; but thou hast seen, 
thou knowest. O, help me, not only to believe, but 
to take these things home to my heart, and live as 
thou wouldst have me live." 

Questions. -— When was the Feast of thp Passover t 
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What was it 1 What did Jesus do in the temple ? Who was 
Nicodemus ? What sort of a man was he ? When did be 
come to Jesus ? Why did he come by night ? What did he 
say to Jesus? What did Jesus reply ? What did Jesus mean 
by being bom of water ? Why did that Apply to Nicodemus ? 
What is it to be born of the spirit 1 Can we see how ? Why 
could not Nicodemus understand Jesus 1 What one thing 
can we understand here ? How did Jesus know the truth of 
what he said ? He spoke of a world in which his spirit dwelt. 



LESSON VI. 

JESUS, ON HIS WAT FROM JUDEA TO GALILEE, TAiJiS 
WITH THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

March. April 22. — John iv. 

After the feast Jesus went, probably about the 
twenty-fifth of March, from Jerusalem into the land 
of Judea near the Jordan. He remained there sev- 
eral weeks. The people gathered round him to 
hear his words and see his wonderful deeds. Many 
of them believed on him, and were baptized by his 
disciples.- 

But soon Jesus left them, in order that he might 
return to Galilee. The shortest way was through 
the valley of the Jordan. But John the Baptist was 
there, and, to avoid meeting him, it was necessary 
that Jesus should go through Samaria. He set out 
on his journey about the twentieth of April. The 
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weather must have been as hot as it is here the last 
of June. About the sixth hour of the day (twelve 
o^clock) Jesus and his disciples came near to a city 
of the Samaritans, called Sychar, between Mount 
Ebal and JVIount Gerizim, at the place which the 
patriarch Jacob had given to his son Joseph, and 
where the well, more than a hundred feet deep, still 
bears the name of Jacob's well. 

When they reached this spot, the disciples went 
into the city, about a mile distant, to buy food. But 
Jesus was wearied with the journey, and sat down 
exhausted by the well. While he sat there, a wom- 
an of Samaria came with her water-pot to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, " Give me to drink." 
The woman was surprised, for the Jews in those 
days would not even speak to the Samaritans, unless 
for the purpose of buying and selling. She replied, 
wondering, and perhaps* a little angry too, " How 
is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who 
am a woman of Samaria ? " 

Jesus did not regard her astonishment or her an- 
ger, but told her that, if she knew who he was, 
she would ask of him, and " he would give her 
living water.'' She did not know what he meant 
by living water, but thought he spoke of water from 
a living spring, like that in the bottom of the well. 
" Sir," she said, " thoy hast nothmg to draw with, 
and the well is dee' ; from whence, then, hast thou 
that living water ? -^ thou greater than our' father 
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self, and his children, and his cattle ? " v 

Jesus said to her, " Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again ; but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst ; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life." By 
this water Jesus meant the spirit of Grod in the soul, 
and the heavenly truth which he came to teach. But 
the woman did not understand him, and said, ^^ Sir, 
give me this water, that I may not thirst, or come 
hither to draw." 

Jesus did not try to correct her mistake. He knew 
her sinful life, and said to her, " Go, call thy hus- 
band, and come hither." She said, " I have no 
husband." Jesus showed her what she supposed ho 
could not know, to prove to her how sinful she was. 
She saw that he was a prophet. Mount Gerizim 
rose towering before them, and she said, " Our fa- 
thers worshipped in this mountain, but ye say that in 
Jerusalem is the ptace where men ought to wor- 
ship." 

Jesus rose above all such narrow notions of wor- 
ship, whether Jewish or Samaritan. He said, " Wom- 
an, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall nei- 
ther in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father." And then he spoke those great words 
which bring God home to every heart. We may 
be shut out from the church. Wc may be alone in 
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our room or in the wildeniess. We may be lying 
on beds of sickness in the still watches of the night, 
and no one be near to ^ray with us or for us. Still 
God is with us. It matters not where the place may 
be, if only the heart be right. For, as Jesus then 
said, " The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall woi^hip the Father in spirit and in 
truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
God is a spirit, and they who worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth." 

This is the only way in which we can worship 
Grod. When we lie down, when we wake, and often 
during the day, though it be only for a moment at a . 
time, let us in spirit and in truth pray to him, who ' 
is a spirit and who seeketh such to worship him. 

These great words were first spoken by Jesus to • 
the poor, ignorant, sinful woman of Samaria. She 
knew then that he was a prophet, but she did not 
know that he was the Messiah. " I know," she said, 
"the Messiah cometh: when 'he is come, he will 
tell us all things." Jesus saith unto her, " I that 
speak unto thee am he." The woman, full of as- 
tonishment, could make no reply; but dropped her 
water-pot, and ran to call her friends from the city. . 
"Come," she said, "see a man who told me alL 
things that ever I did. Is not this the Christ ? " 

Just as she left the well, the disciples came back,^ 
and wondered as much as she had done, that their* 
Maater should talk with a woman of Samaria. They 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 

did not dare to say this to him ; but they knew that 
he was weary and hungry, and begged hinr to eat 
something that they had brought from the city. But 
he said, " I have meat to eat that ye know not of." 
They did not understand him, and asked if any one 
had brought him aught to eat. Jesus said, " My 
meat is to do the wilt of liim that sent me." It wks 
now the latter ^part of the month of April. Jesus, 
looking upon the rich green fields in the valley be- 
fore him, called his disciples' attention to them, 
arid said, " Say not .ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest ? Lift up your eyes and 
look on the fields, for they are white already to 
harvest." The fields which he meant v/ere the world. 
The grain which he saw ripe for the harvest was 
the souls of men ready to receive, him as their Sav- 
iour. He longed to send his disciples, to. reap in 
iields where prophets and holy men of old had sowed 
the seed. While engaged in this work, he could for- 
get hunger, and thirst, -and fatigue. " He that reap- 
eth," he said, " recSveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto eternal life ; that both he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together." 

While Jesus sat there by the well, many of the 
Samaritans came out to him and besought him to 
remain with them. And he staid with them two 
days. And many of them believed on him, and 
said to the woman, " Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying ; for we have heard him ourselves, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39 

and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world.'' 

Then Jesus went into Galilee. 



O Thou, who art a spirit, may we worship thee in 
spirit and in truth. May it be our meat and joy to 
do the will of Him who hath sent us mto the world. 
May the words of Jesus sink deep into our hearts, 
and guide us in our lives. And thine be the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Questions. — Where did Jesns go when he left Jerusalem ? 
How long did he remain, and what did he do there 1 Where 
is Sychar 1 What two mountains are near it ** At what time 
of the year and the day did Jesus go there ? Where were his 
disciples while he sat by the well ? What did he ask of the 
woman of Samaria? What did she say? What did he tell 
her about livipg water ? What did she say about Mount Greri- 
zim ? What did Jesus say to this ? What did Jesus and his 
disciples say to each other, when the woman left the well ? 
What did Jesus mean by fields ripe for the harvest? How 
long did Jesus stay in the city ? 
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LESSON VII. 

HBALING THE NOBLEMAN ^S SON AT CAPERNAUM 

CURING THE INFIRM MAN AT BETHESDA. 

/ April 22. May 14. — John iv. 43- V. 47. 

After spending two dayd with the Samaritans, 
Jesus went to Cana, where he had made the water 
into wine. While at Cana, a nohleman came from 
Capernaum, and entreated him to go and cure his 
son, who was lying at the point of death in Caper- 
naum. Jesus said to him, ^^ Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe." But the nobleman 
was too anxious about his son to think or speak of 
any thing else. " Lord," he said, " come down ere 
my child die." Jesus said to him, " Go thy way, 
thy son liveth." The nobleman believed what Jesus 
had said. He did not wait to see the signs and won- 
ders ; but believed him then. 

On his way home from Cana to Capernaum, his 
servants met him, the next day, and told him that his 
child was well. He inquired of them carefully, at 
what time his child began to be better. And they 
said, " Yesterday, at the seventh hour" (one o'clock, 
P. M.). Then the father perceived that it was ex- 
actly at that hour that Jesus had said to him, " Thy 
son liveth." He and all his family now believed in 
Jesus, who, after ^Hus restoring their child to life, 
must have been very o^slt to them. 
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Jesus remained in Galilee only a few days before 
. he went up to Jerusalem again, so as to be there at 
the Feast of Pentecost, which was fifty days after the 
Feast of the Passover. That year it must have begun 
about the eighth of May. While Jesus was in Jeru- 
salem at the Feast of Pentecost, he visited a fountain 
called Bethesda, where there were many sick, blind, 
lame, and withered people, who hoped to be cured 
by the waters. Sometimes the water flowed freely 
a little while, and then it ceased to flow. These poor, 
infirm people thought, when it began to flow, that an 
angel came down to agitate the waters, and that the 
person who went in first after the waters had been 
troubled would immediately be made well. It was 
on the Sabbath ; and how kind was it in Jesus to 
come on that day to visit and comfort these poor, 
sick, and suffering people ! 

Among ^hem was a man who had been in a weak 
and almost helpless state for thirty-eightyears. Je- 
sus saw him lying there, and knew that he had been 
in that condition for so long a time. He pitied him 
very much, and asked him if he would not like to be 
made well. The sick man knew nothing about Je- 
sus, and did not know why he asked him that ques- 
tion. Helpless as he was, he had no one to take 
care of him, and therefore must have suflTered greatly 
from want of attention. He thought that Jesus meant 
to ask him, *' How is this ? D6 you not desire to 
get well, that you lie here, and never go into the 
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water ? " The poor man, who could hardly move at 
all without help, replied, that he had no one to put 
him into the wa\er ; but while he was trying to get 
there, another person would step in before him. 

At that moment Jesus said to him, " Rise, take up 
thy bed, and walk." And immediately that infirm 
and crippled man, who had been so helpless almost 
forty years, was made entirely well, and took up hte 
bed, which probably was only a thick rug, and 
walked. 

While he was walking away, carrying his bed, the 
Jews who were there said severely, " It is the Sab- 
bath day. It is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.'* 
He replied, that the man who had just cpred him 
said to him, " Take up thy bed and walk." They 
angrily wished to know who it was that had told him- 
to take up his bed and walk. But the man could 
not tell them ; for he did not know who it was. 
There was a crowd in the place, and Jesus had gone 
away privately. 

Afterwards the man went into the temple, which 
was only a little way from the fountain, probably to 
thank God for' his recovery. Jesus met him there, 
and said to him, " Behold, tliou art made whole ; siif 
no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." Th«i 
the man knew who it was, and he went and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus who had cured him. Perhaps 
he was an ignorant man, and knew no better than to 
tell them. But if he knew what he was doing, he 
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noust have . been an ungrateful and wicked man. 
For the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill 
Jdni because he had done this on the Sabbath. But 
Jesus was not disturbed by them. " My Father,'* 
he said, " worketh hitherto, and I work." What he 
tneant was, " God takes cai^e of all his creatures on 
the Sabbath, and in this I would be like him." But 
tife Jews were very angry, and sought all the more 
to kill him, not only because he had broken the Sab- 
bath, but because he had put himself on a level with 
tjrod. Jesus then told them some great and solemn 
^aniths about God, and himself, the Son of God. 
** Marvel not at this," he said ; " for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
bear the voice of the Son of Man, and shall come 
forth : they that have done good, unto the resurrec- 
don of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation." 

The Jews crowded round him to condemn him ; 
but he, with all the majesty of the Son of God, ut- 
tered these awful words, which must have sounded 
like a sentence of condemnation to them. " Search 
the Scriptures," he added, " for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life ; and they are they which testify of 
me. And ye will not come to me that ye may have 
life." " If ye had believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me, for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my words > " 
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^ O God, heal our infirmities, and give tis Hfo. 
Hay we live in the spirit of our Lord and Master, 
Jesus Christ, knowing that the hour is coming when 
all who are in the graves shall hear his voice and 
come forth, to the resurrection of life or of death. 

QuBSTiONB. — Describe the healing of the nobleman's son 
at Capernaum. Where was Jesus ? What did he say f 
How far is it from Cana to Capernaum 1 About twenty miles. 
When was the Feast of Pentecost ? Describe the pool of Be- 
thesda. What did the people think moved the waters ? De- 
scribe the cure of the infirm man; On what day of the week 
was it ? What did the Jews say to him ? Where did he nMet 
Jesus a second time ? What did Jesus say to the Jews f 



LESSON VIII. 

JESUS BEJECTED AT NAZARETH. 
May 28. — Luke iv. 14-31. 

When Jesus returned to Galilee, he came to Naz- 
areth, "where he had been brought up. While there, 
he went, as he usually did on the Sabbath day, into 
the synagogue (the Jewish meeting-house), and stood 
up to read. He read from the sixty-first chapter of 
Isaiah : ^^ The spirit of the Lord is upon me ; be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-heait* 
ed, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recov- 
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ermg of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord." . After he had read this passage, he closed 
the book and gave it back to the minister, and sat 
down. And the eyes of all who were there were 
earnestly fixed upon him. They had known of his 
miracles, and were now listening with amazemeift 
to hear what be might say. 

And he began to say to them : '^This day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears." . At first they at- 
tended to him, and wondered at the gracious wofcL 
which he spake. Then they began to think who he 
was. " Is not this Joseph^s son > " They had al- 
ways known his father, Joseph, the carpenter. Jesus 
had grown up among them, as far as they knew, 
like other children, and had probably assisted his 
father in his work. A9 they thought over these 
things, and talked with one another about them, they 
began to dpubt, and to be angry. Jesus knew their 
thoughts, and told them, that they doubtless expect- 
ed him to perform the same miracles that he had 
done in Capernaum. But he knew it would be of 
no use ; for " a prophet is not accepted in his own 
country." 

Besides, he said, when the greatest prophets have 
come, they have not performed miracles everywhere 
and for every body. During the great famine in 
Israel, Elijal#was sent only to one of the many wid- 
ows who were there suffering, and she was a woman. 
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of Sidon. And of all the many lepers in the land 
only one was cured by Elisha, and he was not a 
Jew, but a Syrian. Why then should he be expected 
to perform miracles in the place where he was 
brought up, to please ihem ? 

When they heard this, they became very angry. 
^ Is this the son of a carpenter," they doubtless 
thought, " talking to us in this way, as if he were our 
teacher ? Do not we know all about him ? Where 
di4 he get his learning, that he should take it upon 
himself to teach us ? " And, as usually happens 
with wicked people, the more they talked, the more 
angry they became, till at last they were full of 
wrath, and could endure it no longer. 

They rose up, rushed towards him, and pushed 
him away out of the city towards the brow of the 
hill on which their city was buiU, that they might 
throw him down from a very high rock, and kill hiin. 
Jesus did not resist them. But there was a great 
and confused crowd. They probably had no leader, 
but forced their way along, pressing against and 
trampling on one another, and hardly knowing where 
they were going, or what they were about. 

Jesus undoubtedly remained calm and self-pos- 
sessed. He must have been grieved at their wick- 
edness. The sight of a furious multitude like that, 
with fierce outcries and jeers, seeking to wreak their 
vengeance on an innocent man, is on#of the most 
'errible sights in the world. But he who stilled the 
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waves of the sea by his word was not terrified by 
the enraged multitude that came so fiercely against 
him. 

In pushing him along, they passed many cross 
streets and lanes, and in their blind uproar and con- 
fusion he probably turned quietly into one of these 
lanes and escaped from them. " rassing through 
the midst of them, he went his way, and came down 
to Capernaum." 

They could not understand how he had grown up 
in the bosom of the Father. They probably knew 
nothing of his wonderful birth, — that he had no earth- 
ly father, but was indeed the Son of God. Yet they 
must have known how pure and blameless his life 
had been. Perhaps this only made them the more 
angry. They may have felt that his goodness was 
a reproach to them for their sinfulness. Bad people 
are often angry with the good for this very reason, 
that thay cannot bear to have their own sins rebuked 
by such purity. Aje there not some children who 
have these feelings now ? 

But Jesus left them. He saw that they would 
allow him to do them no good. How gladly would 
he have gathered them together, — his early friends 
and companions, — to save them from their sins, but 
they would not let him. So he turned away in sor- 
row. It may be, that, with many of them, the next 
time they saw him was when they were called to 
stand before him as their judge in the midst of his 
holy angels. 
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Let us beware how we reject our Saviour. Aa 
Christian children, we are brought up with him. 
We have always heard about him, and listened to 
his words. But that will not save us. He is every 
day inviting us to come to him, and receive him as 
our Saviour. Let us not send him away. It may 
be that he will never come to us again till we shall 
see him " coming in the clouds of heaven," to be 
our judge. 

Most merciful Father, let us not reject our Sav- 
iour. Let us not despise our privileges, as children 
brought up in a Christian lapd. But may we receive 
him and all his gracious words and promises, and 
by our obedient lives show that we love and honor 
him. 

QtTESTiONS. — Where did Jesus usually go on theSabbathl 
What did he read in the synagogue at Nazareth ? T^at did 
he say about it ? How did the people receive him at first ? 
What did he say about Elijah and Elisha ? How did the peo- 
ple bear this ? What did they seek to do with him ? How did 
he escape ? Why were they so angry 1 Did- Jesus wish to 
do them good ? May we reject him ? How ? 
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LESSON IX. 

JESXrS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 

Sept 13 - 20. — John vil I - Tiii. 1. 

During the severe heat of the three summer months 
Jesus appears to have remained quietly in Gralilee. 
He may have preached occasionally in the syna- 
gogues, and performed a few miracles for the relief 
of suffering persons whom he met. He probably 
spent much of this time alone in meditation and 
prayer, preparing himself for the great and laborious 
work that was before him. 

A little before the middle of September was the 
Feast of Tabernacles at Jerusalem. His kinsmen 
were very desirous that he should go up to the feast, 
and show off there the singular works that he was 
doing. For they did not believe in him, and thought 
that the rulers and learned men at Jerusalem would 
soon find him out, and put down his extravagant 
pretensions. So they urged him to go -up with 
them to the feast. But Jesus, who wished to go up 
by himself, without noise or disturbance, replied, 
that he was not going up yet. They therefore wen^ 
up without him, and after two or three days he went 
alone and privately to Jerusalem. 

There was much inquiry about him at the feast, 
and the Jews were very earnest to see him. Some 
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thought him a good man, and others said, " No, he 
is a deceiver of the multitude." While they were 
thus murmuring and debating concerning him, about 
the middle of the feast, he appeared in the temple, 
and began to teach those who were there. The 
Jews, who knew that he had had none of the com- 
mon adv2Uitages of education, were amazed, and 
asked, " Where did this man get his learning, for he 
has never been taught." Jesus, with the dignity 
which became the Son of God, xeplied, " My doc- 
trine [learning] is not mine, hut his that sent me. 
If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak 
of myself." 

The last time that Jesus had appeared in Jerusa- 
lem the Jews had sought to kill him, and now he 
was in the midst of them again, boldly speaking the 
same things. Some of the people of Jerusalem 
wondered at this, and said, " Is not this he whom 
the Jews seek to kill ? But lo, he speaketh boldly, 
and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know . 
indeed that this is the very Christ ? Howbeit, we 
know this man, whence he is ; but when Christ Com- 
eth, no man knoweth whence he is." Then cried 
Jesus in the temple, as he taught, saying, " Ye both 
Igiow me, and ye know whence I am. I am not 
come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom 
ye know not. But I know him ; for I am from him, 
and he hath sent me." The Jews were enraged at 
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these words. But no man laid hands upon him, for 
his hour was not yet come. 

On the last and great day of the feast, the Jews 
used to go round the altar seven times, with bmnches 
in their hands, repeating prayers and songs of praise 
to Grod. Then, with great pomp, solemnity, and joy, 
they fetched water from the fountain of Siloam, and 
brought it to their priests, who poured it upon the 
altar with the wine of their sacrifice, chanting and 
singing these words from. Isaiah xii. 3 : " With joy 
shall ye draw waters from the fountain of salvation." 
We suppose it was just at this moment that Jesus, 
on that last and great day of the feast, stood and 
cried aloud, saying, " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink." 

He spoke with such calmness and authority, that 
they who heard him were struck with awe. Many 
of them said, " Surely, this is the prophet." Others 
said, " This is the Christ." But there were unbe- 
lievers there, whose hearts were hardened against 
him, and who sneeringly asked, *' Shall Christ come 
out of Galilee ? " So there was a division and a 
dispute among them. - 

The Pharisees and chief-priests had sent officers 
to take Jesus and bring him to them. The officers 
had seen and heard him in the temple, and were so 
awed by the majesty of his appearance and the au- 
thority witli which he spake, that they durst not lay 
their hands upon him. When they returned, the 
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they had not brought hiip. The officers answered, 
** Never man spake like this man." Then the Phar- 
isees in a contemptuous tone and manner asked if 
they also Had been made his dupes. " But," they 
proudly exclaimed, " have any of the rulers or of 
the Pharisees believed on him ? But these low vul- 
gar people, they know nothing about the law and are 
cursed." 

Now Nicodemus, the same that came to Jesus by 
night, was one of the rulers. He knew how pure 
and holy a being Jesus was, and was anxious to save 
him. He was too cowardly to confess that he be- 
lieved on him, but timidly asked, whether their law 
allowed them to condemn any man before they had 
heard what he had to say in his defence. They 
were very angry at this, and proudly asked, " Art 
thou also of Gralilee ? For out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet." 

But angry as they were, they could not deny the 
justice of what he had ^said. They knew that by 
their law they had no right to condemn Jesus un- 
heard. So, being unable to gratify their wicked 
feelings, after some spiteful words, they went home, 
every one to his own house. And Jesiis tjuietly 
withdrew from the crowd. As the day drew near 
to its close, lie slowly went out through the eastern 
gate of the city, across the brook Kidron, to ifae 
Mount of Olives.' Apd there, under those -aiged 
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trees, which may have stood for centuries, giving their 
name to the place, our Saviour spent the night in 
prayer, probably taking only a small poi;^ion of ihe 
time for sleep. It seems always to have been re- 
freshing to his weary spirit to go away from the 
passions and noise of angry men to the stillness of 
that retired spot, and the peaceful intercourse which 
he there had with his Father. 



Our Father who art in heaven, may we learn of 
Jesus every lesson of love and holiness that he would 
teach. May we come ^o him, and from him re- 
ceive the waters of life. While he speaks to us 
as never man spake, may we listen to him in low- 
liness of heart ; and may his words be blessed to us 
for our spiritual and everlasting good, through thy 
great mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

QuEBTioirs — How did Jesus spend, the summer tnonths 1 
When was the Feast of Tabernacles 1 Leviticus xxiii. 39 
-44. At what time in the year was the feast? Why did 
the kinsmen of Jesus wish him to go up to it ? Why did he 
not go with them ? How did he go ? What was said about 
him at Jerusalem before he came ? What did they say about 
his learning ? What did Jesus reply to them ? What was 
said in the temple about killing him ? What about knowing 
whence he came ? What reply did he make to this 1 What 
remarkable ceremony did the Jews have on the last day of the. 
feast? What did Jesus say as they sung about drawing wa- 
ters ? Did the Jews then bcllieye omhim ? What did the offi 
oeiB who were sent to take him do ? Why did they not take 
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him ? What did the Pharisees say to them 1 What did Nlc^ 
odemas do ? Why did they not condemn Jesus 1 Where did 
he go, at the close of the day ? 



LESSON X. 

JESUS GIVES SIGHT TO THE BLIND MAN. 
Sept 20. — John viii., ix^ x. 

Earlt the next morning, Jesus came from the 
Mount of Olives to the temple. And all the pe(^le 
came to him ; jantl he sat down, and taught. The 
Scribes and Pharisees were yet more enraged when 
they saw how earnestly the people listened to him. 
But they could not bring any accusation against him. 
Many persons believed on him as he taught them in 
the temple ; but this only made others more angry, 
and they took up stones to cast at him and kill him. 
But he quietly went out of the temple and escaped 
from them. 

And as he passed along, he saw a man who had 
been born blind, and had pity on him. And spit- 
ting on the ground, he made clay of the spittle, 
and anointed the blind man^s eyes, and told him to 
go and wash in the Pool of Siloam. He went and 
washed, and then, for the first time in his life, was 
able to see. • 

Bis neighbors, and they who had known him bo* 
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fore, were astonished. They coulS hardly believe 
that it was really so. " Is it possible," they asked, 
" that this is the blind man we saw begging here ? " 
*' It certainly is," said some of them. " He is very 
much like him," said others. " I an> te," said the 
man himself. But even this did not i|^tisfy them. 
" How is it," they asked, only half believing, — 
*' how is it that thine eyes were opisned ? " He told 
them how it was, that a man named Jesus had done it. 

" Where i9 he ? " they asked. " I do not know," 
he replied. And they brought him who had been 
blind to the Pharisees. It was on the Sabbath day 
that Jesus had clired him. The* Pharisees asked 
how his eyes had been opened. He replied, " He 
put clay on min^ eyes, and I washed, and do see." 
" This man cannot be of God," some of them said, 
" because he keepeth not the Sabbath day." But 
others said, " Can a man that is a sinner do such 
miracles ? " And they were divided among them- 
selves. 

And so they questioned the poor man again. 
" What sayest thou of him, since he hath opened 
thine eyes ? " " He is a prophet," the man who 
had been blind replied. Still they did not believe 
that he had been blind, till they had called his parents 
and asked them, " Is this your son, who you say 
was bom blind ? How then doth he now see ? " 
His parents replied, " We know that this is our son, 
9nd that he was bom blind j but" by what means he 
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now seeth, we Rnow not ; or who hath opened hit 
eyes, we know not; He is of age ; ask him." 

Then they called the man who had been blind, 
again, and said proudly, " Give God the praise i we 
know that this man [Jesus] is a sinner." The poor 
man replie4, " I know not whether he be a sinner or 
not; but one thing I do know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see." " What did he do to thee ? " 
they angrily ask, for the second or third time. 
" How did he open thine eyes ? ^' "I have told 
you already," he said, " and ye did not hear. Why 
would you hear it again ? Will ye also be his dis- 
ciples ? " - 

This was more than they could bear. They 
tauntingly replied, " Thou art his disciple ; but we 
are Moses' disciples. We know that God spake unto 
Moses. As for this fellow, we do not know from 
whence he is." " Why," said the man in amaze- 
ment, " here is a wonderful thing, that ye know not 
whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 
If this man were not of God, he could do nothing." 
Here they became very angry, and fiercely said to 
him, " Dost thou, who wast altogether born in sins, 
presucne to teach us." And they cast him out of 
the temple. 

When Jesus heard that they had cast him out, he 
found him, and calmly^ said to him, '^ Dost thou 
believe in the Son of Grod?" He answered and 
said, ^^ Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on 
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him ? " And Jesus said unto him, " Thou hast both 
seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.'^ And 
he said, " Lord, I believe." And he kneeled down 
before him and worshipped him. 

. Jesus then spake to those who were around him, 
and tried to persuade them to believe on him. " I 
am the good shepherd," he told them ; "the good 
shepherd givelh his life for the sheep.". "I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known 
of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know 
I the Father ; and I lay down my life for the sheep." 
" I and my Father are Ane." 

When he had said this, the Jews took up stones 
again to stone him. But he escaped from them ; 
and went away on the other side of Jordan, near the 
place where he had been baptized by John. And 
there he abode, and many believed on him. 



O Thou, who by thy Son didst open the eyes of 
the blind, wilt thou open our eyes, that we may see 
thy truth, and know that thou art very near to every 
one of us. May we receive thy Son as the good 
shepherd who gave his life for the sheep. May we 
know him, and be known of him ; and may the 
counsels, the example, or the threats of wicked and 
unchristian men never turn us aside from following 
after him, who for us endured the opposition of un- 
godly men, and died upon the cross. Hear us, O 
God, we beseech thee, and answer our prayer, which 
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we offer in his name ;^ and thine be the praise for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



Questions. — What took place in the temple when Jesus 
returned to it ? What did he do for a blind man as he was 
leaving the temple? What 'did the blind man's neighl>or8 
say? What did he say? What did the Pharisees say to 
him ? What did they say because he had done it on the Sab- 
bath day ? What did others say to this ? What did they say 
to the blind man in their second questioning ? Describe what 
passed between them and his parents. Give an account of 
their third conversation with him. What did they do to him 
then ? Xrive an account of what then passed between him and 
Jesus. What did Jesus then say to those ah>and him? What 
did the Jews seek to do ? 



LESSON XI. 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Oct 16. — Mark i. 14 - 39 ; Luke iv. 31 - 41 ; Matthew iv. 
24, 25 ; v., vi., vii. 

A LITTLE after the middle of September, when Je- 
sus heard that John the Baptist was put in prison, |^e 
returned to Galilee. He went from place to place 
preaching the glad tidings. He cast out evil spirits, 
healed the sick, and did other wonderful works. 
Grpwds of people gathered round him, and hardly 
left him time to eat or to sleep. 

But there was one thing which he desired even 
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more than food or sleep. After one of these fat'gu* 
ing days, having slept a short time, he rose up a 
great while before day and went away into a lonely 
place, and there prayed. These seasons of prayer 
were very precious to him. They refreshed and 
strengthened him for the hard and exhausting duties 
of the day. May they not also refresh us ? 

As he went through the different towns, his fame 
went before him. The people brought the sick and 
the infirm, and those who were insane or subject^© 
fits^ to the places where' he was expected to come. 
"And when he came, they looked up to him with 
hope and fear, and he spoke to them words of life 
and comfort, and healed them of all their sicknesses. 
The dying child was made well, and restored to the 
weeping parents. The mother, lying on her bed 
with a burning fever, was immediately cured, so 
that she arose in perfect health. The strong man, 
so violent in his madness that he could not be bound, 
who had torn off his clothes and lived naked in the 
tombs, 4istened to the words of Jesus, and sat among 
his followers, clothed and in h;s right mind. The 
lame who had been crippled from childhood leaped 
about with joy. The deaf, who had never heard the 
sound of a human voice, now listened to the sweet 
and heavenly words of Jesus. And the blind, to 
whom the whole world had been one of darkness, 
now ^opened their eyes, and saw before them the 
meek and holy countenance of the Son of God. 
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How many pains were removed, how many 
weary hearts were gladdened, how many sorrows 
were turned into joy, as Jesus went on his way 
.through the fields and villages of Galilee I But these 
were not the greatest blessings that he brought. 
Much as he loved to restore to the weeping mother 
her dead child, he loved still more to touch the 
hearts of those who were dead in sin, and make them 
alive. They were joyful words, when he ^aid to the 
sorrowing sister, " Thy brother shall live again " ; 
but he spoke words which to the weary and sorrow- 
ing of all times shall be more joyful and blessed than 
these. 

The multitudes had gathered round him near Ca- 
pernaum. He retired to the top of a high hill, on 
the borders of the Sea of Galilee. A beautiful Octo- 
ber sky bent over them. They leaned forward with 
breathless stillness to hear what he would say. And 
then he opened his mouth, and spoke those holy 
and heavenly words which shall last when the heav- 
ens and the earth shall have passed away. 

They were expecting that he would declare him- 
self their king, and as their Messiah lead them^on to 
conquer their oppressors, and establish his throne at 
Jerusalem. But instead of an earthly kingdom cmd 
earthly victories, the promises that fall upon their 
ears are : " Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they jh^i 
mourn; for they shall be comforted. Blessed are 
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the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth. Blea 
are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness T 
for they shall be filled. Slessed are the merciful ; 
for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed ai-e the pure 
in heart ; for they shall see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers ; for they shall be called the children 
of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake; for theirs is the kingdom of' 
heaven." 

These are the opening words of the Sermon on 
the Mount. They are called the Beatitudes, from a 
Latin word which means blessedness. No more 
beautiful words than these ever came down from 
heaven to earth. It is well for us to commit them 
to memory, to have them written on our hearts, and 
their spirit breathing out through our lives. 



O God, our Heavenly Father, may the words of 
blessedness and peace which Jesus hath spoken en- 
ter into our souls. May we learn how blessed it is 
to be poor in spirit, to mourn for our sins, to be 
meek and lowly in heart, to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, to be merciful even to those who in- 
jure us, to be pure in heart, to promote peace in all 
our walks, and to be ready to suffer pain and perse- 
' cution for righteousness' sake. So may the king- 
dom of heaven be ours, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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w Tlie children may describe the different kinds of miraclos 
which Jesos wrought, — the feelings with which people fol- 
lowed him, — the expectations which they had respecting him 
and his kingdom on earth, — and repeat -word for word the 
boatttudea. What is a beatitude ? 



LESSON XII. 

JKSXTS RAISETH THE WIDOW OF NAIN's SON FROM 
THE DEAD. HE STILLETH THE TEMPEST. 

Oct 17, 20.— Luke vii. 11-17; Matt. viii. 18-27 ; Mark ir. 
84-41 ; Luke viii. 12-25; ix. 67-62. 

It was a calm day in the month of October, prob- 
ably the next day after the Sermon on the Mount 
had been given. Jesus was on his way to Nain, 
a small city embosomed among the hills, between 
Mount Hermon and Mount Tabor. Many of his dis* 
ciples were with him. And there were crowds of 
people following him, some from an idle curiosity, 
some to see the wonderful things which he did, and 
some because they loved and honored him as the 
great teacher and deliverer who was to come ixito the 
world. 

They drew nigh to the gate of the city, and there 
they met a funeral procession, carrying out a dead 
man, the only son of his mother, and she a widow. 
It was an event which touched the hearts of all with 
grief and pity. The lonely, sorrowing mother was 
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following the body of her only child to the tomb. 
All her hopes were to be buried with him. Her 
neighbors and friends were weeping with her. But 
they could not remove her bitter anguish and deso- 
lation. All that they could do was to bury the dead 
out of their sight, and to mingle their tears with hers. 

Just as they had gone out through the gate of the 
city, they met this other procession, Jesus and his 
disciples, and those who were following them. And 
when Jesus saw her and knew her grief, he was" 
moved with compassion towards her, and said ten- 
derly to her, " Wefep not." 

But he had power to relieve as well as to pity her. 
He came and touched the bier. They who bore it 
stood still. There was a moment of awful silence 
in the presence of the dead, all waiting to see what 
Jesus would do. He placed his hand upon the bier, 
and, with his eyes turned upon the pale and lifeless 
face before him, said, in tones which even the dead 
could hear, " YoUng man, I say unto thee, Aris»" 
And he that had been dead sat up, and begsm to 
speak. Jesus took him, and gave him to his moth- 
er. When she clasped in her arms, as a living 
child, her son who had been dead, with what awe 
and thankfulness and love must she have thought 
of that holy and wonderful being, who by his word 
had raised him from the dead and restored him to 
her! 

Fear came upon them all. And they glorified 
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God, and said, " A great prophet is risen up among 
us, and God hath visited his people." Their words 
were few. But they had seen and heard that which 
they could never forget. Eyes closed in death had 
opened in their sight. Lips sealed in death had 
spoken ir their hearing. And more than all this, 
they had seen and talked with him at whose mild 
but penetrating word thfe dead arose, and mingled 
once more with the living. 

After this, such numbers of people gathered round 
Jesus, that he gave directions tp his disciples to get 
ready to pass over the Lake of Galilee. And some 
of those who had seen him raise the young man to 
life offered to follow him wherever he might go. 
They supposed that he was about to become a king, 
and that he would bestow riches and honors on his 
followers. 

Jesus saw that Aey did not know what they were 
promising. He told them that they had nothing to 
rapect from him here. " The foxes," he said, 
" have holes, and the birds of the air have nests ; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 
He who came to redeem the world from sin had 
here no home where he might dwell, and no earthly 
gifts or honors to bestow. 

One person to whom he had said, " Follow me," 
replied, " Suffer me first to go and bury my fa- 
ther." That is, " Let me go and stay with my fa- 
ther till he die«», and then I will follow thee." An* 
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other person said, " I will follow thee, Lord ; bql 
let me first go and bid farewell to those in my 
house." Jesus saw that these were only excuses, 
and he said, " No man, having put his hand to the 
plough and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God." He wished them to understand, that those 
who would be his disciples at all must be ready to 
give up every thing to him without any delay, and that 
after choosing him they must not even look back 
with longing towards the things which they have left 
behind. 

While these things were going on, his disciples 
had got a small vessel ready. He sent away the 
multitude" which had crowded round him, and just 
at evening entered the ship. As they were sail- 
ing, he fell asleep. A great storm came down 
from the mountains, and swept over the lake. The 
waves were beating into the vessel, and it w'as now 
filling with water. The disciples were terrified by 
the violence of the storm, and were expecting every 
moment to be swallowed up by the sea. / 

But Jesus, wearied by the labors of the day, had 
fallen asleep in the stem of the vessel, and was not 
roused by the storm. His disciples came to him, 
trembling with fear, and awdie him, crying out, 
" Master, carest thou not that we perish ? Lord, 
save us; we are perishing." 

And Jesus arose, and rebuked the wind and' the 
raging of the water, and said unto the sea, " Peace ! 

KG. IV. 6 
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he still." And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. Then he said to his disciples, who 
ought to have had confidence in him before, " Why 
are ye so fearful ? How is it that ye have no 
faith ? " They could answer him nothing ; but, 
full of fear and wonder, said one to another, " What 
manner of man is this ! for he commandeth both the 
winds and the water, and they obey him." It was 
harder to still their troubled minds than the raging 
of the winds and sea. 



O God, our Heavenly Father, may he at whose 
word the dead shall live call to newness of life the 
affections which should bind us to him arid to thee. 
May he whom the winds and the §ea obeyed be with 
us, our Saviour amid the storms of life, to calm 
the tumult of our hearts, and say to our fearful souls, 
" Peace, be -still." May we always hear and sub- 
mit ourselves to him ; and thine be the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Questions. — Where is the city of Nain ? Who were with " 
Jesus as he came near to it? What did they there meet? 
Who was dead ? Who were with her ? What did Jesus say 
to her? As he spoke, ♦hat did the funeral train do, ? What 
did Jesus then do ? What were his words ? What effect did 
this have on those who saw it ? 

Why did Jesus wish to go to the other side of the lake ? What 
lake was it ? What did he say to those who offered to follow 
him ? What did he say to thos# who made excuses for not 
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going with him then ? What happened while he was crossing 
the lake ? Where was Jesus ? What did the disciples saj to 
him ? What did he say to the sea ? What, to his disciples^ 



LESSON XIII. 

JESUS HEALETH THE BLOODY ISSU^ AND RAISETH 
JAIRUS'S DAUGHTER* 

Oct. 23. — Matt. ix. 18 - 26 ; Mark v. 22 - 43 ; Luke viii. 
41-56. 

After spending a day or two on the east side of 
the lake or sea of Galilee, Jesus crossed it again and 
returned to Capernaum, where his mother and breth- 
ren were now living. One day, as he was walking 
by the sea-side and a great multitude with him, he 
saw Levi the son of Alpheus, who was also called 
Matthew. It was' the same man that afterwards 
wrote the first of the Gospels. He was then a tax- 
gatherer, and was sitting in the custom-house, or 
place where the taxes were paid. Jesus said to him, 
" Follow me." He had no excuses to make, but 
arose, left all, and followed him. 

Jesus went with him to his house. And while 

'they were at the table there, talking of other things, 

a ruler, named Jairus, came in great grief, and fell 

down at the feet of Jesus, and besought him to come 

to his house. For he ha^ an only daughter, about 
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twelve years of age, and she was dying. " I pray 

thee," he said, " come and lay thy hands on her 

that she may be healed : and she will live." 

Jesus immediately arose and went with him. H.s 
disciples also went, and a great crowd of people 
pressed upon him. While he was in the crowd, a 
poor woman who had been suffering from an issue 
of blood twelve years, and spent every thing that she 
hj^d, and only grew worse, heard of Jesus. And she 
came in the crowd behind him. She was too timid 
and humble- minded to dare to speak to him. So she 
only touched his garment. For she said to herself, 
" If I touch but his garment, I shall be made whole." 
And the moment that she touched him, she was 
cured of her disease, and felt that she was now well. 

Jesus had done for her what she desired. But 
that he might comfort her heart also, he said mjldly, 
" Who touched my garments ? " The men who 
were near all denied it. Peter and those who were 
with him said, "The multitude are pressing against 
thee. Why then shouldst thou ask, Who. is it that 
touched me ? " But Jesus said, " Some one touched 
me ; for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me." 
And he turned round to see her who had done it. 

And when the woman saw that she was not hid, 
knowing what had been done to her, she came trem- 
bling, and fell down before him, and told him all the 
truth. And Jesus looked kindly upon her, and said^ 
" Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole 5 go in 
peace, and be whole of thy plague." 
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While they were yet speaking, persons came from 
the ruler^s house, and told him that he need not 
trouble the teacher any further ; for his daughter 
was dead. Jesus heard what they told the ruler, 
and said to him, " Fear not ; only believe, and she 
shall be made whole." 

And when he came to the house, he allowed no 
one to go in with him but Peter and James and 
John, and the father and mother of the maiden. 
But there was a large company there, all weeping 
and bewailing her with loud cries of grief. Jesus 
reproved them for the noise and tumult that they 
were making, and said to them, "Why make ye 
this ado, and weep ? The damsel is not dead, but 
sleepeth." But they laughed at him in scorn, for 
they knew that she was dead. 

Jesus put them all out. Then he took the father 
and mother of the child, and Peter and James and 
John, and went into the room where the damsel was. 
And taking hold of the child's hand, he said unto 
her, " Maiden, arise ! " And her spirit returned, 
and she immediately arose and walked. And Jesus 
commanded that something should be given her to 
eat. 

And they were astonished with great astonjshmen'. 



Most merciful Father, may we be ready at our 
Saviour's call to arise, and leave all, and follow him. 
May no earthly affection or desire disturb our faith 
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in him. In sorrow may \fe turn to him, and, though 
he may not restore to health and life those whom 
we love, still may we so helieve in him, and love 
thee, that all things may work together for our good. 

QuBSTiONS. — Who was Levi ? What did he do when Je- 
sus called him ? What happened as Jesus sat at table in his 
honse ? What did Jairus say ? What did Jesus do ? Tell 
about the woman with a bloody issue. Why did she not 
speak to Jesos ? What did Jesus do when she touched him 1 
What did Peter say to Jesus ? What did the woman do then? 
What did Jesus say to her ? What message was brought to 
Jairus about his daughter ? What did Jesus say t What did 
he do when he came to the house ? What were the people 
doing ? What did Jesus say to them 1 How did they treat 
him 1 Describe what he did when he went in where the maid- 
en was. 



LESSON XIV. 

JBSUS AT THB HOtrSB OF SIMON, THE PHABISEE. — 
MART MAGDALENE. 

Nov. 21 . — Luke vii. 36 - 50. ♦ 

. About a month afler Jesus had healed the daugh- 
ter of Jairus, he, on one occasion, was invited to the 
house of a Pharisee named Simon. Simon was one 
of those self-righteous, severe men, who care more 
about the form of religion than its spirit He did 
not receive Jesus kindly, and hardly extended to him 
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the usual acts of hospitality. But Jesus placed him- 
self ^t the table. 

Now there was in the city a woman, probably 
Mary Magdalene, who had been a sinner. She doubt-, 
less had seen Jesus before, had heard his kind and 
gracious words, and perhaps been cured of some 
violent and dangerous disease. 

When she heard that Jesus was dining at the 
Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster box of 
oalsam, or some precious ointment, and came to the 
xalace where he was. She did not come from curi- 
psity, to see him work a miracle. She did not come 
now to ask him to cure any sickness, either for her- 
self or her friends. But " in remorse and regret for 
her sins, she came to lay her burden at his feet, and 
to present him with a broken heart and a weeping 
eye," and a» box of ointment, the richest outward 
token of penitence and gratitude that she could bring. 

She stood behind him, at his feet, weeping, and 
began to wet his feet with tears. And she wiped 
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment. She could 
not speak so much as a single word ; but silently 
and with tears she did these acts of grateful rever- 
ence and penitential love. 

But the proud Pharisee, who felt as if Sihy one 
must be polluted by the touch of a sinful woman like 
her, said to himself, " If this man were a prophet, 
he would have -known who and what manner* of 
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woman this is that toucheth him ; for she is a sm« 



ner. 



Jesus knew his thoughts, and said to him, " oi- 
mon, a certain creditor had two debtors ; the one 
owed him five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 
And since they had nothing to pay, he freely for- 
gave them both. Tell me, therefore, which of them 
will love him most ? " Simon answered, " I sup- 
pose he to whom he forgave most." Jesus said 
unto him, " Thou hast judged rightly." 

And turning towards the woman, he said unto Si- 
mon, " Thou seest this woman. I entered into thy 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet ; but she 
hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them 
with the Hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no 
kiss ; but this woman, since the time that I came in, 
hath not ceased to. kiss my feet. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint, but this woman hath anointed 
even my feet with ointmerit. Wherefore I say unto 
thee, ' Her sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for 
she loved much.'" And he said unto her, "Thy 
sins are forgiven." 

And they who were at the table with him began 
to say within themselves, " Who is this that for- 
giveth sins ? " Jesus, though he knew what their 
feelings were, made no reply to them, but graciously 
said to the woman, " Thy faith hath saved thee ; go 
in peace." 

She believed in Christ, and therefore came to him 
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and poured out her tears and her sorrows at his feet» 
and received from him the assurance that her sins 
were forgiven, and that 3}ie might go with his peace 
m her heart. 



Our Father who art in heaven, may we sincerely 
repent of our un worthiness and our sins. May we 
leave them all hehind us, and love and follow Christ. 
Forgive us, we beseech thee, forgive us all our 
sins. May we remember thy goodness and thy 
mercies, and love thee with grateful, penitent, and' 
devout hearts. And may thy peace dwell within us.^ 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Questions. — Who was Simon ? How did he receive Je— 
sns 1 Who was the woman that came to him there ? What: 
dfd she bring ? Why did she come to Jesns ? What did shet 
do to him ? What did the Pharisee think when he saw this ?' 
What did Jesns say abont the debtor; ? What did he theik* 
say to the Pharisee 1 What to the woman 1 What did oth-»- 
ers think of this ? What did he then say to the woma^ ? 



•KO. IV. 
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LESSON XV. 

JBSUS UPBRAIDETH THE CITIES WHICH BEJECTED mM, 
AND CALLETH THE WEARY AND HEAVY LADEN. 

Matt. xi. 20-30. 

Jesus had now sent out his disciples, to go, two 
and two, through all the villages and towns of Judea 
and Galilee, and to proclaim to all that the kingdom 
of God was near at hand. He had offered himself 
to the Jews a» the Messiah, the great Deliverer and 
Saviour whom their ancient prophets had foretold, 
and whom they had long been expecting. He spake 
to them ' as man had never spoken before. He 
gave sight to the blind. He restored insane per- 
sons to their right mind by his word. He stilled 
the winds and the raging of the waters by his com- 
mand. He cured the sick, and restored the dead to 
life. 

Still, many of those who had witnessed his mira- 
cles, and heard his teachings, and known his power, 
did not believe on him. Their eyes were blinded 
by prejudice and sin, and they would not see or un- 
derstand. , 

Then began Jesus to upbraid the cities in which 
most of his mighty works had been done, because 
they repented not. He told them, it would be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 
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tium far them. ^^ And thou, Capernaum,^' he said 
to the city where he dwelt, " who art exaUed mrte 
heaYeii) shalt be brought down to hell. For if the 
mighty works which have been done in thee ha4 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day. But I lay unto you, that it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judg^ 
ment than for you." 

So severely did the blessed Jesus speak to those 
who would not hear his words and live. But he was 
not discouhiged. He knew the meek and simple* 
minded who were indeed his followers. 

At that time, when he saw all around him those 
who would not believe on him, he said, ^^ I thaak 
ttee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent^ 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Fa* 
ther, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 

He then said' to those around him, " All things are 
delivered unto me by my Father. No man know 
eth the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any 
man the Father, but the Son and he to whom the 
Son may reveal him." 

Then, looking with tenderness and pity on the 
weary, care-worn, anxioue, unsatisfied multitude be- 
fore him, with his heart yearning towards them, and 
longing to take away their sorrows, and give them 
peace, he said, " Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
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my yoke uoon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shall Kind rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." 

These words are spoken to us as much as to them. 
Shall we not take his yoke upon us, and find rest to 
our weary souls ? 

O Thou who knowest what we are, weary, discon- 
tented, unhappy, and that this world cannot satisfy 
us, may we come to Jesus, meek and lowly in heart, 
and take his yoke upon us, and find rest unto our 
souls. Let us not reject his offers ; let us not turn 
away from his mercif^il entreaties, but give ourselves 
entirely up to him, and strive earnestly to do what 
Ke requires. And may thy blessing be ever with us, 
through him, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Questions. — What had Jesus done with his disdples t 
How had he offered himself to the Jews ? What had he dono 
in the midst of them ? Did they believe on him % Why t 
What did he say to the cities where his mighty works had been 
done? What did he say to Capernaum? Was Jesus dis- 
cooraged ? What was his prayer of thanks to Gk>d ? What • 
did he say about knowing the Son ? About knowing the Fa- 
ther ? What did he say to those who are weary and heavy 
laden ? Do these words apply to us ? How should we le- 
oeive them ? 
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LESSON XVI. 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 
Jan. 20. — John xi. 

Near the end of November, Jesus came again to 
Jerusalem, in order to be there at the Feast of the 
Dedication. In journeying, he stopped a short time 
at the house of Mary and Martha, in Bethany, a 
quiet place on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem. While he 
was in Jerusalem at the feast, the Jews again at* 
tempted to stone him. But he withdrew from them, 
and went beyond the Jordan, near to the place where 
he had been baptized by John the Baptist. 

While he was there, the sisters, Mary and Martha, 
sent word to him that their brother Lazarus was sick. 
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Laza- 
rus. Still he did not go to them immediately, but 
remained two days where he was. He then said to 
his disciples, " Let us go into Judea again." They 
said to him, " The Jews were just now seeking to 
stone thee, and goest thou thither again ? " Then 
he told them that Lazarus was dead. " And I am 
glad," he said, " foi your sakes, that I was not there,, 
that ye may believe." 

When Jesus reached Bethany, (it was now the 
latter part of January,) he found that Lazarus had 
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been four days in the tomb, and that many of die 
Jews had come out from Jerusalem to comfort his 
sisters. As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, and said to him, 
" Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died. But I know that even now, whatsoever thou 
wilt ask of God, God will give it thee." Jesus said 
to her, " Thy brother shall rise again." She said, 
" I know that he will rise again at the resurrection, 
at the last day." Jesus said unto her, " I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that belie veth in me, 
though he were dead, yet^ shall he live. And who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this ? " She said, " Yea, Lord ; I 
believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who 
should come into the world." 

She then went and told Mary, her sister, privately, 
that Jesus had come, and that he had asked for her. 
When Mary heard this, she arose quickly and went 
to Jesus, who still remained out of the town. The 
Jews who were with her supposed that she was go- 
ing to the tomb to weep there, and they followed 
.her, that they might weep with her. 

When Mary came to Jesus, she fell at his feet, 
and said, " Lord, if thou hadst been here, my broth- 
er had not died." When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews weeping who came with her, he 
groaned in spirit, an4 was troubled, and said, " Where 
.have ye laid him ? " They say unto him, " Lord, 
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come and see." Jesus wept. The Jews therefore 
said) " See how he loved him ! " And some of them 
asked, whether this man, who had opened the eyes 
of the blind, might not have even saved Lazarus 
from death, if he had been there before he died. 

Jesus, sympathizing with them in their sorrows, 
and groaning again within himself, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Je- 
sus said, " Take ye away the stone." Martha, the 
sister of him that was dead, was fearful that the 
body had already begun to " see corruption." 
** For," she said, " he hath beea dead four days." 
Jesus saith unto her, ^^ Said I not unto thee, that if 
' thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the glory of 
God?" 

They therefore took away the stone. Jesus lifted 
up his eyes for a moment in a prayer of thanksgiv- 
ing to his Father, and then cried with a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come forth." And he that had been 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes, and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
Jesus said, " Loose him, and let him go." 



O Thou, who hast given thy Son to be to us the 
resurrection and the life, may we so live and so 
believe in him that we shall never die. May we 
enter now on that holy and immortal life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, which we shall live on when these 
bodies of ours return to the dust 
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QcMXiOKS. — When dici Josiis ccme to fiie Feast of JM^ 
cation? At what place aear Jerusalem did he visit ? What 
did the Jews seek to do to him at the feast ? To what place 
did he retirej What word did Marj and Martha send to 
him t How long did he stay ? Wh j was he glad that Laza- 
rus had died ? How long had Lazarus beai dead when Jeans 
reached Bethany ? How did Mary receive him 1 What did 
she say to him ? What reply did he make to her ? «What 
further did she say ? And what reply did he make 1 What 
did Mary do and say, when told that Jesus asked for her? 
Why did Jesus weep? What did they say when. they saw 
him weep? Why was Martha unwilling to have the sepid^ 
cfare opened ? What did Jesus then do ? 



LESSON XVII. 

THB TWO SIISTEKS, MART AND MASTHA. 

Kovemher. April. — Luke x. 38 - 42 ; Matt. xxvi. 6 - 13 ; 
Mark xiv. 3 - 9 ; John xii. 1-11. 

It would seem as if Jesus had been in the habit of 
visiting the two sisters and their brother at Bethany 
oflen. Their place of abode was but a little way, a 
little more than two miles, from Jerusalem, and it 
was one of those quiet, retired places where he loved 
to go when weary and exhausted by his labors. 

On one of these visits, about two months before 
h6 had raised Lazarus from the dead, Mary sat at 
his feet, and heard his word. She thought this the 
purest offering of reverence and love that she oould 
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pay him. She would not lose one of the blessed 
words which fell from his lips. She sat at his feet, 
looking up meekly and silently, to hear his word, 
and receive it into her heart. 

But Martha wished to do a great many things for 
him. She did not feel, as Mary did, that, with Jesus 
for her guest, it was more fitting to receive than to 
give. She was more earnest to wait upon him, and 
do something for his bodily comfort and refresh- 
ment, than to hear from him the words of eternal 
life. She was cumbered about much serving ; aiK 
standing near she said, ** Lord, dost thou not care 
that my sister hath left me to serve alone ? Bid her 
therefore that she help me." 

This was not the way to show her respect for the 
Son of God. It was not fitting for him to interfere 
with their household afiTairs, and Jesus gave her one 
of those mild but severe rebukes, which he knew 
how to give tq those whom he loved, and because he 
loved them. " Martha, Martha," he said, " thou art 
careful and troubled about many things: but one 
thing is needful, and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken from her." 

At another time, after the raising of Lazarus from 
the dead, and only a few days before the crucifixion 
of Jesus, he visited Bethany, and was at supper at 
the house of Simon the leper, who, it is supposed, 
was the father of Lazarus and his sisters. And 
Martha served, but Lazarus was one of them that 
were at table with him. 
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And Mary took an alabaster box containing a 
pound of ointment of spikenard, pure and ex(;eed- 
ingly costly, and broke the box, and poured it on his 
head and his feet, and wiped his feet with her hair. 
And the house was filled with the perfume of the 
ointment. 

One of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, was full of 
indignation, and said, " Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence [about fifty-five dol- 
lars], and given to the poor ? " This he said, not 
that he cared for the poor ; but because he was a 
thief, and had the purse, and carried what was put 
into it. Some of the other disciples also expressed 
their displeasure against the woman, as if she had 
been guilty of great extravagance. 

But Jesus said, " Why trouble ye the woman ? 
Let her alone. She hath wrought a good work on 
me. For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will, ye may do them good : but me 
ye have not always. She hath done what she could. 
She hath come aforehand to anoint my body for the 
burying. Verily, I say unto you, wheresoever this 
Gospel is preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of, for a me- 
monai of her." 

And . from that day to this, throughout the whole 
world, wherever the Grospel has been preached, this 
•isaple act of affectionate reverence and gratitude, 
vhick filled the house with its perfume then, has 
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been spoken of as an affecting memorial of her. 
And it has given joy and comfort to thousands of 
humble, believing hearts. 



Our Father in heaven, who dost not need any 
liftng at our hands, but who wilt accept the smallest 
gift, if only it be offered in simplicity and lowliness 
of heart, wilt thou mercifully grant that we may 
show our love and our fidelity to thy Son by cher- 
ishing his spirit, and doing what he has commanded 
us to do. May we love and reverence him, and 
thus be brought nigh unto thee, our Father and our 
God. In his name, we offer our prayer, and thine 
be the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Questions. — Did Jesns often risit Bethany? How far 
was it from Jerusalem ? On one of these yisits how did Mary 
show her reVerence for him ? How did Martha show hers ? 
What did he saj to Martha 1 When did Jesns pay to the lis- 
ters the second visit here mentioned t What did Marlba 
then 1 Who sat at table with Jesns ? How did Mary show 
her reverence then ? What did Jndas Iscariot say ? Why 
did he say it ? What did Jesns say ? 
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LESSON XVIII. 

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND. 

March 5.— Matt, xiv, 13-86; Mark vi. 31-56; Lnke.ix. 
10-17; John vL 1-21. 

After the raising of Lazarus, the rulers at Jeru- 
salem deterpiined to put Jesus to death. He there- 
fore withdrew to Ephraim, a city of Samaria on the 
Jordan, and soon after went back again to Gralilee. 

Great multitudes followed him wherever he went, 
and there were so many constantly coming and going, 
that he and his disciples had not time even to eat 
He wished greatly to be alone for a season. He 
therefore told his disciples to get a small vessel 
ready privately; and when they had got it ready, 
he went with them as secretly as he couid across a 
comer of the Lake of Galilee, to a lonely and desert 
place near Bethsaida Philippi. 

But the people had seen them 'g(5ing, and they ran 
thither on foot from all the neighboring cities, so 
that, when he came out of the vessel, they were al- 
ready there to meet him. 

Jesus went up on the side of a mountain, and 

there sat with his disciples. When he lifted up his 

eyes, and saw that a great multitude was coming to ' 

him, he took pity upon them. For they were like 

^'^ep without a shepherd. And he taught them 

yy things. 
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The day had now begun to decline. It was a des« 
ert place, and the people, who had been fasting since 
morning, had nothing with them to eat. The disci- 
ples besought Jesus to send them away, that they 
might buy food in the neighboring villages. " For," 
said they, "we are here in a desert place, and they 
have nothing to eat." 

But Jesus said, " They need not go away ; give 
ye them to eat." The disciples were astonished. 
How was it possible to do this ! There were five 
thousand men, besides women and children, to be 
fed. " And we have nothing here," they said, '^but 
five loaves and two fishes." " Bring them hither to ' 
me," said Jesus. 

There was much grass in the place. And Jesus, 
coynmanded his followers to make all the people sit 
down in companies on the green grass. And they 
placed themselves in regular companies of hundreds 
and of fifties. 

And Jesus took the five loaves and the two fishes, 
ai^dj looking up to heaven, gave thanks, and blessed 
them. Then he broke the loaves and divided the 
fishes, and gave them to his disciples, and the disci- 
ples distributed them among the multitudes. 

And the whole five thousand men, besides women 
and child rep, ate and were filled. And Jesus said 
to his disciples, " Gather up the fragments that re- 
main, that nothing be lost." And they gathered 
them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments 
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which remained after they had eaten from the fiv6 
barley loaves and the two fishes. 

So the weary, fainting multitudes were refreshed, 
and able to go to their homes. When they had seen 
this miracle they said, " Surely this is the prophet 
that was coming into the world." 

Immediately after feeding the five thousand, Jesus 
sent away his disciples in a vessel, either to Caper- 
naum or Bethsaida, on the other side of the lake. 
He then dismissed the multitudes, who as the even- 
ing drew nigh went round the borders of the lake, or 
through the winding footpaths among the hills, to 
their homes. 

They had now all gone, and Jesus was left alone. 
He vidthdrew again from the sea-side, and went up 
to the mountain apart to pray. The shadows of 
night gathered over him, and still he was there alone 
in prayer ; yet not alone, for his Father was with 
him. Peaceful and holy thoughts were with him 
through the night. 

But while he was alone on the land, the vessel 
which contained his disciples was in the midst of the 
sea. Darkness had now come on, a great wind waa 
blowing, the sea was agitated, and Jesus had not 
come to them. They were tossed about in rowing ; 
for the wind was contrary. Midnight came, and 
still they were toiling vainly at their oars. Hour 
after hour passed by. It was now three o^clock, and 
they had gone but little more than three miles, when 
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they saw something which they thought was a spirit, 
walking on the sea near the ship, as if it would pass 
by.. They all saw it, and cried aloud with fear ; for 
they were greatly troubled. 

It was Jesus, who saw their distress, and had 
come down from the mountain, and walked on the 
sea, to help and comfort them. " Be of good cheer," 
hje said ; " it is I ; be not afraid." 

And Peter, changing suddenly from fear to rash- 
ness, said, " Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto * 
thee on the water." And he said, " Come." And 
Peter went down out of the vessel, and began to 
walk on the water to go to Jesus. But the wind was 
boisterous, and he was afraid ; and, beginning to 
sink, he cried, out, " Lord, save me ! " And Jesus 
reached out his hand, and took hold of him, and 
held him up, and said, " O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt ? " It was as if he had said, 
" Could you not trust me even here ? Where then 
is your faith ? Or how can you be my disciple, if 
you are so easily terrified ? " 

When they had come into the vessel, the wind 
ceased. And the disciples were amazed in them- 
selves beyond measure, and wondered. For though 
they had before seen him raise the dead, and calm 
the tempest, and feed the thousands with the few 
loaves and fishes, their hearts were hardened, and 
they did not understand. But now they threw them- 
selyes at his feet, and, as if he had been their king. 
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'^^^Wftshippefd him, saying, " Of a truth thou att the 
Bon df God." 

And very soon Ihey Came to the land, where new 
multitudes began to gather round him, and to bring 
to him the sick and suffering. They besought 
Wm that they might touch if it were only the hem 
of Ws garment. And as many as touched were 
made perfectly whole. 



•OtTR Father in heaven, who dost feed and refresh 
'oar bodies with earthly food, we beseech thee to feed 
'and refresh our souls with the bread which cometh 
ilown from heaven, that we may hunger no more. 

hO Thou, our Heavenly Father, who didst send thy 
-Son to still the waves of the sea, and to drive away 
^ftte fears and doubts of men, wilt thou come with 
him to calm the tempest of our passions, to drive 
away our fears, and to give us a true and saving 
faiith in him and in thee. Like him may we retire 
t)ften alone to pray, and like him may w,e do all that 
we can for the good of thy children on the earth. 
'Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Questions. — Why did Jesus wish to be alone ? How did 
%etry to escape from the multitudes ? !Did they follow him ? 
Rftiw ? How did he ieti towawls thcra ? What did the disd- 
ipl«6 propose ? What did Seam «ay ? How much food ^M. 
thoy? What did Jesus dii«ct them to do? What didte 
fihen do ? How many were fed 1 How much remained ? 

What did Jc^us direct his disciples to do ? Where did he 
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go when he had dismissed the people ? Why ? How weie 
the disciples employed? How far had they gone at three 
o'clock 1 What did Jesus then do 1 What did they think he 
was? How did it affect them? What did he say? What 
did Peter then do 1 Why was he afraid 1 What did Jesus say 
to him 1 What occurred when Jesus came into the vessell 
What did they say 1 



LESSON XIX. 

JESUS FORETELLS HIS OWN DEATH. — HE IS TRAMI^ 
FIGURED. 

MarchlS, 25. — Matt,, xvi. 2t-28; Luke ix. 21 -36; Matt, 
xvii. 1 - 9 ; Mark ix. 2-10. 

The time of the last Passover and of the crucifix- 
ion was now drawing near, and Jesus began to tell 
his disciples more distinctly how he must go to Jeru- 
salem^ and suffer many things there, and be killed, 
and raised from the dead the third day. But they 
could not believe what he told them. " Far be it 
from thee, Lord," said Peter ; " this shall not happen 
to thee." 

Jesus reproved Peter for his unbelief, and warned 
his followers of what they must be ready to endure 
if they would be his disciples. " If any man," he 
said, " will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. For what is 
a man profited, if he gain the whole world and lose 

NO. IV. 8 
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his own soul . Or what shall a itian give in ex« 
change for nis soul ? " *' Whosoever shaU be 
ashamed of me and. of my words, in this faitMei* 
ailftd sinful generation, of hhn also shall the Son df 
. Man be^ ashamed. When he cometh in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels." 

These are veiy solemn words. They were meant 
by Jesus for his followers in every age of the world ; 
but especially were they meant to warn his disciples, 
and strengthen their faith, when they should see him 
wickedly betrayed, and spit upon, and condemned tb 
death. 

Six days after this, it being now the latter part of 
the month of March, Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and John, and went privately with them up 
itito a high mountam, to pray. And while he wai, 
ptaying, he was transfigured before them. The ap- 
pearance of his face was changed ; it shone like the 
sun, and his garments became white and glistening 
as the light. And behold, there talked with him two 
men, Moses and Elias (Elijah), the greatest, ani 
most honored of the ancient prophets. They ap- 
peared in the brightness of their heavenly glory, and 
spake of his decease or departure which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

At first Peter, and they that were with him, seem 
to have had their bodily senses benumbed by the 
overpowering splendor that shone upon them. They 
were heavy with sleep. But when they were fully 
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*Q,wake, they saw his glory, and the two men tt&t 
were standing with him. And ha Moses and Ehto 
were departing from Jesus, Peter, awed by the heav- 
enly beings whom he saw, hnd hardly knowing what 
he should say, said to Jesus, " Lo'rd, it is good fdr . 
us to be here ; if thou wilt, let us make here^ thtefe 
tabernacles, one fol: thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias." * 

At that very moment, wliile he was yet speaking, 
a cloud of light came down upon thetn, and encom- 
passed th^m. They Wefe filled With awe as thiey 
entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out 
of the cloud, saying, " This is rtiy beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him." 

M^heti the disciples heard the voice, they were 
•exceedingly afraid, and fell on their face as if in the 
presence of God himself. And Jesus came to them, 
and soothingly touched them, and said to them, 
'^ Arise, and be not afraid." And suddenly, when 
tliey had lifted up their eyes and looked around, 
they saw no man ^ny mfore, but only Jesus there 
with them. 

And as they were coming down from the moun- 
tain, Jesus charged them that they should tell no on0 
what they had seen, till the Son of Man should be 
risen from the dead. Ahd they did as he com- 
manded them : but they asked one another what the 
rising from the dead should mean. For still they 
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did not know what he meant when he s>oke to them 
of bis rising from the dead. 



O Thou, our Heavenly Father, who est a spirit, 
and whom no mortal eye qan see, but who hast 
given to thy children some glimpses of the glory 
and brightness of thy spiritual kingdom, may we so 
live with Jesus, and so receive his words and his 
spirit into our hearts, that he may shine in upon us 
and enlighten , our souls with his own heavenly 
brightness, and bring us at last to the glprious com- 
pany of prophets, saints, and martyrs, and to the spir- 
its of the just made perfect, where we may unite 
with them in ascribing salvation to our God who sit- 
teth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Amen. . • 

Questions. — What did Jesus begin now to tell his disci- 
ples about himself? What did Peter say ? How did Jesns 
receive his words ? What very solemn words did Jesus then 
speak? What happened six days after this? Which disci- 
ples did Jesus take with him ? What took place as he was 
praying before* them? Who appeared talking with him 1 
Who were Moses and Elias ? How did it affect the disci- 
ples ?' What did they see when they were fully awake ? 
tVhat did Peter say to Jesus ? What then occurred ? What 
did the disciples do ? What charge did Jesus give them as 
they were coming down ? Why did they not understand him ? 
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LESSON XX. 

JESUS WITH HIS DISCIPLES AND A LITTLE CHILD. 

!Mk^ai 27. — Mark ix. 14-42; M:&tt. xvii. 14-21; Xtiii. 
1-14; Luke ix. 37-43. 

As Jesus was coming down from the mountain of 
Transfiguration, he sW a great multitude of people 
gathered round his disciples. Some of the Scribes 
were reasoning earnestly with them. And all the 
multitude, when they saw him, were struck with 
amazement, and ran to him and greeted him. 

He asked what they were talking so earnestly 
^about. And one of them came, kneeling down to 
him, and saying, " Lord, have mercy on my son, for 
lie is mine only child, and he is lunatic, and sadly 
afflicted. For ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and 
oft into the water. And I brought him to thy disci- 
ples, and they could not cure him." 

And Jesus answered, " O unbelieving generation, 
how long shall I be with you, and endure you ? 
^ring thy son hither." And when the child saw 
him, " the spirit " or epilepsy convulsed him, and he 
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

Jesus asked the father Tiow long his son had been 
afflicted in this way. He said, from his childhood. 
" And if thou canst do any thing, have compassion 
on us, and help u»." Jesus said, " If thou canst be- 
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lieve, all things are possible to him that believeth,V 
And the father of the child cried out, and said with 
tears, " Lord, I do believe ; help thou mine un- 
belief." 

And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and com- 
manded it to come out of him, and to enter into him 
no more. After violent convulsions, the child be- 
came as one that was dead, and many of those who 
saw him said,' " He is dead." But Jesus took him 
by the hand, and lifted him up, and gave him to his 
father, perfectly cured from that hour. 

As Jesus was going from this place to Caper- 
naum with his disciples, they began to dispute 
among themselves as to which of them should have 
tlie highest places in the kingdom which they sup- 
posed their master was about to establish. Each 
one was desirous to be foremost A strange thing 
this to be disputing about, after the wonderful things 
vvhich they had seen ! 

When Jesus, at the end of his journey, was in the 
house, he asked them what they had been disputing 
about on the road. They were silent ; for they were 
ashamed to let him know how mean and selfish they 
had been. At last, when they had told him, he 
called the twelve, and took a little child, and set him 
by him, and said, " Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as Utile children, ye shall not enter the king- 
dom of heaven." Far from being first, they would 
not so much as enter the kingdpm of heaven. 
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" Whosoever, therefore," he added, " shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. For he that is least among 
you all, the same shall be great." 

He then warned them against doing any thing 
that might cause one of these little ones to do wrong. 
" Whosoever," he said, " shall receive one such 
child in my name, receiveth me. But whoso shall 
cause one of these little ones who believe in me to 
offend [to sin], it were better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea." 

" Take heed, that ye despise not one of these lit- 
tle ones ; for I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father who 
is in heaven." " For the Son of man is come to save 
that which was lost." If one sheep out of a hundred 
is gone astray, does not the good shepherd leave the 
ninety and nine on the mountains, and go and seek 
the one that is lost ? And if he find it, he rejoices 
more over that one than over the ninety and nine 
that went not astray. "Even so, it is not the will of 
your Father who is in heaven, that one of these lit- 
tle ones should perish." • 



Our Father, who art in heaven, we believe ; help 
thou our unbelief. May we receive and obey thy 
word as little children. May no impure or angry 
word or deed of ours cause one of these little ones 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

to ofiend. By our gentleness and kindness and trq0i 
may we follow our Master, and help on those who 
would be his friends and learn of him. Through 
thy great mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

QuBSTiONS. — What did Jesns find on coming down from 
the monntain of Transfiguration ? What did he ask % What 
answer was given to him ? By whom ? What did Jesns say f 
What question did Jesus then ask the father of the chOd? 
What did the father say ? What did Jesns then do ? Where 
did they go then ? What did the disciples then dispute about 
by the way 1 How did Jesus rebuke them ? Who did he say. 
should be greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? What warn- 
ing did he then give them about litde children ? What did he 
say about their angels ? What, about the lost sheep ? 



LESSON XXI. 

JESUS ON HIS LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. 

March 27 -SI.— Matt six. 13-30; Mark x. 13-31; Luke 
xviii, 15-30. 

The day was now at hand when Jesus was (Luke 
ix. 51) to be received up, that is, to be taken up into 
heaven. And he turned his face towards Jerusalem, 
and sent forward messengers into a village of Sama- 
ria to make ready for him. But when the Samari- 
tans knew that he was going to Jerusalem, they 
would not receive him, because they so much dkn 
liked the Jews. 
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His disciples, James and John, who had seen him 
in his glory on the mountain of Transfiguration with 
Moses and Elijah, were very angry, and asked him 
to compfiand fire to come down from heaven and 
bum them up, as Elijah did. (2 Kings i. 10-12'.) 
But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and said, " Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the 
Son of man came not to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them." And they went to another village. 

In going to Jerusalem Jesus went along the bor- 
ders of Samaria and Galilee, till he reached the Jor- 
. dan. Multitudes followed afler him, and he told 
them about the coming of the kingdom of God, and 
how they should be always ready. He also told them 
at this time the parable of the Pharisee and the Pub- 
lican, who went up into the temple to pray, which 
may be found in the eighteenth chapter of Luke. 

And they brought little children unto him, that he 
might put his hands on them, and pray. When his 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them that brought 
them, as if they were doing a foolish and trouble- 
some thing. 

But when Jesus saw his disciples sending the little 
children away without allowing them to come near 
him, he was greatly displeased. And he said to 
them, " Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not ; for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive 
the. kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 

NO. IV. 9 
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enter therein." And he took the children up in his 
arms, and put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them. 

Just*as he had done this, a young man«came and 
kneeled before Jesus, arid said, ^ Grood master, what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal' life ? " Jesus 
said, " If thou desirest to enter into life, keep the 
commandments." The young man said, " All these 
have ^^kept from my youth up." 

And Jesus, looking upon him, loved him. He saw 
how amiable the young man was, and how blame- 
less his life had been. He saw that he wished to do 
what was right, but that hcf was not ready to give up 
every thing for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus saw where his weakness was, and said, 
"One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatso- 
ever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven ; and come, take up thy 
cross, and follow me." And when the young man 
heeurd this, he became very sad, and went away sor- 
rowing, for he was very rich. His one darling sin 
was the love of money. 

And when Jesus saw* that he was very sorrowful, 
he said, " Children, how hard is it for them that trust 
in riches to enter into the kingdom of heaven I " 
His disciples were astonished, and asked, " Who 
then can be saved ? " Jesus, looking upon them, 
said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God ; 
for all things are possible with God." 
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Peter said^ '^ Lo, we have lefl all things and 
followed thee." Jesus said to hun, " There is no 
one who hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or 
.wife, pr children, for the sake of the kingdpm of 
Grod, who shall not receive manifold more in this 
present time, and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting." 

Our Father in heaven, strengthen our hearts, we 
beseech thee, and grant that we may be ready to 
give up every thing that stands between us and our 
Saviour. Let us not put our trust in the perishmg 
things of this world, but may we secure our peace 
with thee in this present time, and receive in the 
world to come life everlasting. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

QnBSTiOKS. — When was Jesus aboujt to jnake his last jour- 
yOey to Jerusalem ? Why would not the Samaritans receive 
him ? What did his disciples wish him to do ? What prophet 
had done so before ? What did Jesus say to them ? How did 
Jesus go to Jerusalem ? What did he talk to the multitude 
about ? Can ypn tell the parable of the Pharisee and Publi- 
can 1 Why did they bring little children to him ? How did 
the disciples receive them? What did Jesus say to them? 
What did he do ? What sort of a young man came to Jesus ? 
What did he say 1 What did Jesus say to him ? What reply 
did he make ? How did Jesus feel towards him ? What did 
he say was lacking ? How did the young man receive this ? 
What did Jesus say ? What did Peter say ? And what reply 
,^ Jesqs make to him ? 
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. LESSON XXII. 

JES9S CROSSES THE JORDAN AND PASSES THR0I7GB 
JERICHO ON HIS WAY TO JERUSALEM. 

March 31, April 1, 2. — Matt.xx. 17-34; Mark x. 32-52, 
Luke xviii. 31 -xix. 28. 

Jesus had now crossed the Jordan near the city 
of Jericho. The thought of his approaching death, 
and of the loneliness of his disciples when he should 
be taken from them, pressed heavily on his mind. 
His words were even more solemn and tender than 
they had been before. 

As they crossed the Jordan he took his disciples 
apart by themselves, and said all that he could to 
prepare them for his death. "Behold," he said, 
" we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that 
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of 
man shall be accomplished. For he shall be deliv- 
ered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and 
spitefully entreated and spitted on ; and they shall 
scourge him, and put him to death ; and the third 
day he shall rise again." 

This language seems very plain to us. But it 
was not so to the disciples. They could not tell 
what it was that Jesus meant. They Jiad got it so 
fixed in their minds that he was about to establish an 
earthly kingdom, that they could not take in any 
other idea, though he spoke to them so plainly. 
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Just after this conversation, in which he had told 
them so distinctly that he was now going up to Jeru- 
salem to be put to death, James and John, through 
their mother, asked him that they might be tl^ Two 
highest officers under him in his earthly kingdom, 
" Grant unto us," they said, " that we may sit, one 
on thy right hand, and the other on thy left, in thy 
kingdom.*' 

Jesus saw the foolish ambition of their hearts, and 
how little they knew of the real nature of his king- 
dom. " Ye know not what ye ask," he said to 
them. " Are ye able to drink the cup which I am 
about to drink ? " By this he meant his sorrows and 
death. They say to him, " We are able." And 
Jesus said unto them, " Ye shall indeed drink of the 
cup that I drink of." That is, ye shall die as I do, 
by a violent death. '^ But to sit on my right himd 
and on my left is not mine to give, except to those 
for whom it hath been prepared by my Father." 

It was not till after his resurrection, that they un- 
derstood at all the meaning of these words. ' The ten 
thought that he had granted some great favor to the 
two sons of Zebedee, and were indignant against 
them. Little did they know of the anguish of body 
and soul to be mingled in the cup which Jesus had 
foretold that he and those two disciples should drink. 

He warned them against this jealousy of onl an- 
otlier. The men of the world, he told them, strive 
for its high places. '^ But it shall not be so among 
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you. Whosoever desireth to be chief among you, 
let him be your servant ; even as the Son of Man 
c^e not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to givfe his life a ransom for many." 

They had now come to Jericho, where Jesus went 
to the house of Zaccheus, and spake the solemn par- 
able of the ten pounds. 'As they were leaving Jer- 
icho with a great multitude, there was a blind man, 
named Bartimaeus, sitting by the road-side begging. 

And when he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by, he began to cry out, " Jesus, thou son 
of David, have mercy on me!" And they re- 
proached him, and charged him to be silent. But 
he cried all the more, " Thou son of David, have 
mercy on me ! " 

Jesus stood'still, and commanded him to be called. 
And he rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus said, 
*' What dost thou desire that I should do to thee ? " 
The blind man said to him, " Lord, that I may re- 
ceive my sight." And Jesus said, "Go thy way; 
ithy faith hath made thee whole." And immediately 
he received his sight, and followed Jesus, glorifying 
God. 



Our Father in heaven, wilt thou remove all blind- 
ness and unbelief from our hearts. May the king- 
dom of Christ be to us a spiritual kingdom, freeing 
us from all our sins, and bringing us into entire and 
joyful submission to thy will. 
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Questions. — When Jesus crossed the Jordan, where was 
he going ? What thought pressed on his mind 1 How did be 
try to prepare his disciples for his death ? Wbat did he saj 
to them ? Did they understand him ? What did James and 
John ask ? What did he reply to them ? What did the ten 
think of this ? What warning did Jesus give them ? Where 
did he go when he came to Jericho ? Describe the core of 
BartimaBus. 



LESSON XXIII. 

JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM. HIS FIRST DAY IN THE 

TEMPLE. 

April 2, 3j Sunday and Monday. — Matt. xxi. 1-17; Mark 
xi. 1 -11 ; Luke xix. 29 -44 ; John xii. 12-36. 

After healing the blind man early in the morning, 
Jesus continued his journey till he reached Bethany, 
which lies about two miles east of Jerusalem. Here 
he stopped for the night at the house of Simon the 
leper, who, it is supposed, was the father of Lazarus, 
and of Mary and Martha. It was while he reclined 
at supper here, that Martha served at the table, 
and Lazarus who had been dead sat near him, and 
-Mary anointed his feet with the precious ointment 
whose odor filled the house, and wiped them with 
the hair of her head. 

As soon as the Jews knew that Jesus was there, a 
great many of them came over from Jerusalem to 
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Bethany, not only to see Jesus, but also to see Jjeor 
^rvis whom he had raised from the dead. This wae 
cm Sunday y the second of April. 

The next day, when Jesus had come very near to 
Jerusalem, at Bethphage by the Mount of Olives, he 
^topped, and sent two of his disciples into a village 
opposite, where they should find an ass and a co\X 
the foal of an ass, on which no man had ever sat. 
And they brought them 'to him. This was accord- 
ing to an ancient prophecy ((Zechariah ix. 9.), " Tell 
ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy king cometh 
^tP thee., rpeek, and sitting upon an ass, a^d ^ •cq^ 
the foal of an ass." The disciples put their gar- 
ments on the colt, and then set Jesus on him. 

A great multitude, who had come up to the Feast 
of the Passover, when they heard that Jesus was 
Opting to Jerusalem, took branches of palm-tr<Bes, 
and went out to meet him. And many spread tlieir 
garments, and others* strewed branches in the w^y, 
and cried, " Blessed be he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord." 

And when he had come to the descpnt of the 
Mount of Olives, very near to the city, the >yhoLe 
multitude of his disciples, they that went before and 
they that followed, began to rejoice, and to praise 
God with a loud voice, and to say, " If osanna J 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of tju^ 
Lord. Peace in heaven, and glory in th^ high- 
est." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



105 

And when Jesus saw Jerusalem, with its holy tem- 
ple, and all its towers and palaces, now crowded 
with jbyful people, shining before him in the morn- 
ing sun, and heard the triumphant • shouting of his 
followers, he wept over the city, and said, " If thou 
hadst only known, eveii in this thy day, the things 
which belong to thy peace ! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes. For the days shall come when 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
keep thee in on every side, and lay thee even with 
the ground, and thy children within thee ; and shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another ; because 
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." 

[All this prediction was fulfilled a few years after- 
wards, when the Romans besieged and utterly de- 
stroyed the city.] 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, and wondered who it could be that caused 
such shouts of joy and triumph. And the multitude 
said, " This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of 
Galilee." 

And the blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he healed them. And wheh the Phari- 
see's saw the wonderful things that he did, and heard 
the children crying out in the temple, and saying, 
*' Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indig- 
nant, and asked him angrily, if he heard what they 
were saying. Jesus said to them, " Yes ; have 
ye never read, *Out of the mouths of babes and 
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sucklings thou l^u(t perfected proiise ^ i ^' (PjBoIm 
vui. 2.) 

While Jesus was in the temple, he said, " Now 
is my soul troubled ; and what shall I say ? Lord, 
save me from this hour ? But for this hour came I 
into the world. Father, glorify thy name." Then 
came there a voice from heaven, saying, " I have 
both glori^ed it, and 1 will glorify it again." Jesus 
said to those around him, ^^ This voice ca^me not be- 
cause of me ; but for your saJkes." ^' Yet * little 
while the light is with you. Walk while ye have the 
light, lest darkness qome upon you." 

On that day, in the temple, Jesi^s said ipany other 
j^hjings, which may be found in the twjslfth chap- 
ter of John. As the evening drpw near, he went out 
with the twelve to the farther side of the Mount of 
Olives, and spent the pight at Bethany. Ailer the 
.agitation, excitement, and labor of the day, he spughl 
retirement and rep3^e ii;i tjie quiet hpmp pi I^a^E^rus 
,a^ Mary and Martha. 



Gop, our Heav^nly Fatfcj^ir, ii^ho did^t seipd thy 
Son to be the light of the >world, may w.e W:^lk in 
that light, lest darkness coin^ upon us. And may 
Ihine approving voice give peace and .^i^fort to pur 
;iouls. Through Jesus Ghr^t pur Jjprd. 

Questions. — What did Jesus do after iiefiHxig the »bliiicl 
jifkKfi ? What time of jthe yea^ wp^ it ? ^t vfhoi^ ^usfi did 
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hb spend die night 1 Who were at the table with him ? Why 
did Jesus come froifi Jerasalem T Where is Bethphage 1 What 
did Jestts do when he camfe tbet^e ? How did lie enter Jemsa- 
lein ? What did the people as he went 1 What occurred as 
he was descending the Mount of Olives ! When he saw Jeru- 
salem before him, what did he say ? Was this prediction ever 
fuldlled ? fidV Were the people moved in the city ? What 
did the Pharisees say? What did- Jesus say in the temple f 
•What occurred there ? Where did he go in the evening ? 



LESSON XXIV. 

JBSUS FOR THE LAST TIME IN THE TEMPLE. 

\ptii 4i ff, Tuesday and Wednesday Morning. — Matt %xi;, 
xxii., xxiii. ;• Mark xi., xii. ; Luke xx., xxi. 

T^HE next morning, 'as Jesus was coming frorfi 
Bethany to Jerusalem, he was hungry, and went to 
a ftg-tree covered witfi leaves, and found no fruit ori 
it. And he said, "Let there be no fruit on thee 
hereafter for ever." ffe went into the temnle as he 
had done the day before, and cast out all them that 
sold and bought there, and said to them, " It is writ- 
ten, ' My house shall be called a house of prajrer ; 
but ye have made it a den of thieves.' " 

He remained in the temple teaching through the 
day, and when evening came went out of the city to 
pass the night at Bethany. . 

\Vhen they were coming back to the city the next 
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morning, they saw the fig-tree withered away from 
the roots. And the disciples wondered, and said, 
" How soon is the fig-tree withered away ! " Jesus 
replied, that if. they only had faith in God, every 
thing that they should ask, praying, would be grant- 
ed to them. But when they were praying, they 
must from the heart forgive every one who had done 
them wrong. 

J Jesus again came into the temple. It was the last 
time that he was to enter those sacred walls. Many 
and ' solemn were the words which he then spake. 
He put to silence the chief priests and elders who 
came to entrap him by their cunning questions, and 
told them the terrible parables of the vineyard isind 
the marriage feast. (Matt. xxi. 23-46; xxii. 1- 
14.) Then the Pharisees took counsel how they 
might ensnare him, by asking whether they should 
pay tribute to Caesar or not. .He, asking them to 
show him a penny, answered them in such a way 
that they wondered at his words, and silently went 
away. (Matt. xxii. 15-22 ; Luke xx. 20-26.) 

Then the Sadducees, who believe that there is no 
resurrection, came to put him to silence, by asking 
whose wife a woman would hereafter be, who in this 
world had been married to more than one husband. 
" In the resurrection," he said, "they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of 
God in heaven." 

Then a lawyer asked him, " Which is the first 
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commandment of all ? " Jesus said unto him 
•*Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind ; 
this is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself." The multitude were astonished. And 
no one dared question him any more. 

Jesus looked up and saw the rich casting their 
gifts into the treasury. And a poor widow came and 
put in two mites, which make one farthing. Jesus 
called his disciples, and said, " Verily, I say unto 
you, this poor widow hath cast in more than all who 
have cast into the treasury. For they all have cast 
in from their abundance ; but she from her poverty 
hath cast in all the living that she had." 

Jesus then, in the midst of the crowds who hadl 
gathered round him, spoke of the hypocrisy and^ 
wickedness of the Scribes and Pharisees, and of. 
God's righteous judgments upon them. " Woe^ 
unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, who- 
devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make 
long prayers." " Ye whited sepulchres, which out?- 
wardly, indeed, appear beautiful, but within are ftilR 
of dead nJfen's bones." " Fill ye up the measure ofT 
your iniquities. Ye serpents, ye generation of vi-r- 
pers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell ? Be-- 
hold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, ands 
scribes, and some of them ye will kill and crucify ;; 
and some of them ye will scourge in your syna- 
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gogues, and persecute them from city to city, that 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
•upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel^ to 
the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar." 
* Then, as he foresaw the dreadful calamities and 
sorrows that must soon fall upon the holy city, he 
ended with these affecting words, which were spoken 
with tears : " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them who are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, 
ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
Here Jesus went out of the temple, which he was 
never to enter again. As he was departing, his dis- 
ciples called his attention to the great stones and 
massive buildings of which it was made. His only 
•reply was, " The day will come, when there shall 
not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be 

•cast down." 

• 

OxTR Father in heaven, may we receive the sol- 
emn teachings of thy Son with pure and humble 
minds. Save us from sin. And may we so live, 
that we may enter thine eternal kingdom with joy, 
and not with grief. Through Je*ius Christ our Lord. 
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QiTESTiovs. — What occurred as Jesus was coming from 
Bethany on Tuesday morning? What did he in the temple 1 
Where did he go in the evening 1 What took place when they 
saw the fig-tree the next morning 1 Who first came to him 
and were put to silence by him in the temple 1 What did the 
Pharisees say 1 How did he answei*them ? How did he put 
the Sadducees to silence ? What passed between him and the 
lawyer ? What did he say to the poor widow 1 What did he 
say of the Scribes and Pharisees ? What were his last words 
to Jerusalem ? What occurred as he left the temple 1 



LESSON XXV. 

JESUS ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 

April 5, Wednesday Evening. — Matt, xxiv., xxv., xxtL, 
1, 2; Mark xiii.; Luke xxi. 

Jesus left the temple, and slowly went out to the 
Mount of Olives. As he sat there, his disciples 
came to him privately, and asked when these things 
should be, and what should be the signs of his com- 
ing and of the end of the world. 

Jesus walrned them to take heed and watch, lest 
they should be deceived. He told them of the wars 
and tribulations and earthquakes and famines ijf&i 
should take place, nation rising against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. False prophets would 
arise and deceive many. Brother would deliver up 
brother to death, parents would rise up against theiir 
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children, and children. against their parents. ^* And 
ye will be hated of all men for my name^s sake. Yet 
not a hair of your head shall perish. He that endur- 
eth unto the end, the same shall be saved.'' 

He then described 4he signs by which they might 
know that the end was near, — that Jerusalem was 
about to be destroyed, the Jewish worshi j^there to 
cease, and the ancient law and prophecies to be ful- 
filled in the establishment of a higher kingdom. 
" Heaven and earth," he said, " will pass away ; 
but my words cannot pass away." 

" Watch ye, therefore, at all times, and pray that 
ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of man." " Be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as 5^0 think not, the Son of man'cometh.'* 
^^ Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing." 

From these earthly tribulations and judgments, 
Jesus raised his disciples' thoughts to higher things. 
He told them of the wise and th^ foolish virgins, of 
the man who^ when he was going into a far country, 
gave to one of his servants five talents, to another 
tw*©, and to another one, and when he returned callbd 
thcyn all to account for the use they had made of 
them. 

Then he spoke to them of the time when the Son 
of man shall come in his glory, and all the angels 
with him. '* Then shall he sit on the throne of his 
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g^oiy, and before him shall be gathered all. the na- 
tions. And he shall separate them one from another, 
as the shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.'* 
" And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment, and the righteous into life etemd." 

When Jesus had ended all these words, which 
bring befcJre us tRe judgments of eternity, he said, 
" After two days is the Passover, and- the Son of 
man is betrayed to be crucified." He then, as we 
suppose, went to Bethany, where he passed that night 
and the morning of the next day. 



O God, most merciful and just, who hast sent thy 
Son to be our Saviour now, as he will be oqr judge 
hereafter, may we take heod to his warnings. May 
we ^atch at all times, and pray, that when he com- 
eth h^ may find us ready, and may say to us, 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." 

QuBSTiOKS. — What did Jesus say to his disciples in the 
evening on the Monnt of Olives about the destraction of Jent- 
Mlem 1 What warning did he give to his disdples 1 What 
did he say of the ten virgins. 1 Of the sheep and the goats? 
Of the Passover ? 

MO. nr. 10 
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LESSON XXVI. 

THE LAST STJFPEB. 

April 6, Thursday Evening.— Matt. xxyi. 17-29; Mark 
xiT. 12 -25 ; Luke xxii. 7 -38 ; John xiii. and xir. 

Wednesday must have been to Jesus a very labo- 
rious and exhausting day. He probably spent the 
night and the gi*eater part of the next day at Beth- 
any. He sent forward, however, to Jerusalem two 
of the disciples, to prepare a room and whatever else 
was needed, that he miglft eat the passover with 
them. 

When tlie evening came, he went to the upper 
chamber which had been prepared, and placed him- 
self at table with the twelve. " Earnestly," be said 
to them, " have I desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I siiffer." He then gave them the cup 
of wine with which the Paschal supper began, that, 
they might all partake of it. "For," he said, "I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine, till the kingdom 
of God shall have come." 

But while Jesus was feeling so much for them, 
there began to be a strife among them which should 
be the greatest. Jesus knowing their thoughts, and 
Tcnowing also that the Father had given all things 
into his haifds, and that he came from God, and was 
going to God, arose from supper, laid aside his gur* 
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ments, and girded himself with a towel. He then 
poured water into a basin, and began to wash his 
disciples^ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with 
which he was girded. 

When he had washed their feet, and had taken 
his garments and placed himself again at the table, 
he asked them if they knew why he had done this. 
**If I, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet, ye ought also to wash one another's feet. For 
I have given yoii an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you." " If ye know these thin^, hap- 
py are ye, if ye do them.'' 

He then told them, that one of them was about to 
become a traitor and to betray him. Jesus was 
troubled in spirit, and they were exceedingly sorrow- 
ful, and each began to say, " Is it I, Lord ? " Judas 
also asked the same question. Now there was leaning 
on the bosom df Jesus one of his disciples whom he 
loved, and at the request of Peter he said to Jesus, 
** Lordi who is it ? " Jesus let him know that it was 
Judas Iscariot. 

Judas now left the room. Jesus had been sad- 
dened and troubled by his preseiice, and the mo- 
ment he was gone, as if greatly relieved, he said, 
*' Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glori- 
fied in him." 

** Little children, yet a little while I am with you." 
** A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another ; as I have loved you, ye also love one 
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•OotheE. By.tbi9 aliall all men know that ye are mf 
diflciples, if ye have love one to another.^' 

Then, after the supper of the Passover had bean 
oaten, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake Hf 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, ^^Take, eat; 
this is my body broken for you ; this do in remem* 
brance of me." 

He then, in the same affectionate manner, longuig 
to have his disciples always cherish this precious 
memorial of his dying love, took the cup, and when 
he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
^^ Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins." 

He then, while still at the table, spake to them 
those beautiful and comforting words which are re- 
corded in the fourteenth chapter of John. '^ Let not 
your heart be troubled. Ye believe in Grod, believe 
also in me. In my Father^s house are many man- 
sions. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you |jnto myself; that where I am, there y# 
may be also." " I will not leave you comfortless. 
I will come to you. Because I live, ye shall live 
also." , 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives. 
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O God, may we early give our hearts to thee; 
and with reverepce and love cherish the remem- 
brance of all that our Saviour has done for us. May 
he live in our hearts and our lives, our Lord and our 
Redeemer, for ever and ever. 

Questions. — Where did Jesus probably spend Thursday 
morning ? What did he send two of his disciples to prepare 
for him ? What did he say to them as he placed himself at 
the table, and as he gave the Paschal cup ? What strife arose 
among the disciples ? Whcft did Jesus then do, as a lesson to 
them ? What can you say of Judas Iscariot ? What did Je- 
sus say* as Judas left them ? After the supper, what did Jesus 
do in taking bread? What, with the cup of wine? What 
other words did he say to them ? 



LESSON XXVII. 

THE AGONT III THE GABDEN. 

April 6, 7, from eleven till one or two o'clock in the night 
— Matt. xxvi. 36 - 5L; Mark xiv. 32-46; Lukexxii. 40- 
#9 ; John xviii. 2-10. 

It must have been nearly midnight, after that 
most affecting prayer which may be found in the 
seventeenth chapter of John, that Jesus left the 
chamber where the last supper had been eaten, and 
went out under the light of the full moon through 
the streets of Jerusalem, across the brook Kidron, 
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i> the Mount of Olives. Oa the way he WAmed 
Peter a second time that he was about to deny his 
Lord. Peter was grieved, and almost angry, at such 
a suspicion, and said vehemently, ^^ Though I should 
die with thee, yet will not I deny thee." 

They came to a garden on the Mount of Olives, 
which is called Gethsemane. He took the three dis- 
ciples, Peter, James, and John, the same who had 
been with him on the mountain of Transfiguration, 
and began to be sorrowful, and very sad. " My 
soul,'\he said, " is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death : tarry ye here and watch with me." 

He went forward a little, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, " O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me ; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt." 

He then came back to the three disciples, and found 
them asleep. And he said to Peter, " What ! could 
ye not watch with me one hour ? Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation. Tbe spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.'' 

Jesus went away the second time and prayed, 
saying, " O my Father, if this cup cannot pass away 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." And 
b^ing in an agony, he prayed more earnestly, and 
sweat as it were great drops of blood falling to the 
ground. And there appeared unto him an angel 
from heaven, strengthening him. 

Bi^ in all his bitter agony his disciples could not 
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msiU^eLnd^ pmy with him^ He returned and found 
Ihem sleeping again. Fatigue and sorrow pressed 
upon them, and their eyes were heavy. When Jesus 
came to them the second time, they were disturbed 
and ashamed, and knew not what to answer him. 

He left thetn apd went away, and prayed the third 
time^ saying the same words. And when he came 
back the third time, he again found them asleep. 
And he said to them, " Do ye sleep on now, and take 
your rest ? Behold, the hour is come, and the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let 
us go ; he that betrayeth me is at hand." 

While the words were yet on his lips, Judas came 
with a large company of men armed with swords 
and clubs. And Judas had agreed that he would 
kiss Jesus, that they might know which was he. 

And he came to Jesus, and said, " Hail, Master." 
And he kissed him. And Jesus said to him, " Frieftd, 
wherefore art thoircome ? Betrayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss ? " 

They laid hands ori^ Jesus and took him. And aH 
his disciples forsook him and fled. 



Oim Father in heaven, who didst so love mankind 
that while they were in their sins thou dfdst permit 
thine only beloved Son to endure the agonies of Greth- 
semane, and be betrayed into the hands of sinful 
men for our good, wilt thou have mercy on us, and 
grant that we may indeed be saved and blessed. O, 
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by his agony and grief, we entreat thee that his sor- 
rows may not have been endured in vain, but that wa 
may be reconciled to thee in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

QuxsTiOKS. — At what time did Jesus go out to the Mount 
of Olives 1 What did he say to Peter ? Whom did he take 
with hii& to the garden of Gethsemane? What did he then 
do ? What was his prayer ? How did he find his disciples 1 
What happened when he prayed the second time ? The third 
time? Who came then* What did they do ? 



LESSON XXVIII. 

JBSUS BROUGHT BEFORE THE CHIEF SRIESTS, BEFORE 
THE JEWISH SANHEDRIM, BEFORE PONTIUS PILATB, 
BEFORE HEROD, AND AGAIN BEFORE PILATE. 

April 7, from 1 o'clock, A. M. till 8 o'clock. — Matt xxtL 
57 -xxyH. 26; Mark xiv. 53 -z v. A$ Luke xxii. 54 - xxiii 
25 ; John xviii. 13-40. 

It was probably about one o'clock in the morning 
when Jesus was betrayed by Judas. He was imme- 
diately bound, and led away by the soldiers. His 
own disciples, in a mean and coWardly manner, for- 
sook him and fled. Peter and John followed him 
oifar off, till he was brought to the palace of the high- 
priest. 

The high-priest asked Jesus concerning his disci- 
ples and his teaching. Jesus answere49 that he had 
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always taught openly in the synagogue and in the 
temple. "Ask them," he said, "that heard me, 
what I spake unto them. They know what I said." 
At this moment an officer struck Jesus on the mouth 
with the palm of his hand, and said, " Answerest 
thou the high-priest so ? " Jesus meekly said, " If 
I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if 
well, why smitest thou pie ? " 

The council who were to try Jesus had by this 
time come together. They were determined to put 
him to death ; but it was not easy to find any thing 
against him. False witnesses were brought in to 
testify against him ; but even they could bring noth- 
ing against him worthy, of death. 

While they were testifying against him, Jesus kept 
silence, and answered not a word. The high-priest 
then asked him if he made no reply to these accusa- 
tions. Still Jesus was silent. The high-priest then 
said, " I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell 
us whether thou art the Christ, the Son of God." 
And Jesus said, " I am ; and ye shall see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
among the clouds of heaven." • 

Then the high-priest rent his clothes, to show his 
abhorrence of what Jesus had said. And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. And the 
men»that held Jesus began to spit in his face, and to 
smite him. Some of them covered his eyes, and 
then struck him, and tauntingly called on h'lm to tell 

NO. IV. 11 
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thjem, if he was a prophet, who it was that struck 
him. 

While this was going on in the palace, Peter was 
in the court below, and one of the maid -servants 
asked him if he had not been with Jesus. ' But he 
denied him, saying, "Woman, I know him not." 
Soon after, he denied him a second time, with an 
oath. And then, being for the third time accused of 
having been with Jesus, he began to curse and to 
swear, saying, " I know not this man of wh<^m ye 
speak." While he was yet speaking, the cock crew. 
And the Lord turned and looked on Peter. That look 
from Jesus in the midst of his sorrows was more 
than Peter could bear, and he went out and wept 
bitterly. • 

It was now three o'clock. Jesus was kept in the 
high-priest's palace, where he was rudely and cruel* 
ly treated, till sunrise, when he was brought before 
the Sanhedrim, or council of chief men among the 
Jews, in one of the buildings in the inner court of 
the temple. Here again he acknowledged that he 
was the Son of God, and said, " Hereafter shall the 
Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of 
God." 

This they considered enough for his condemnation, 
and the whole multitude of them arose ; and they 
bound him, and took him away to Pilate, whos^ hall 
of judgment, or judgment hall, was next to the 
northwest comer of the outer court of the temple. 
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It was yet early in the moramg when they 
brought Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate 
went out to them, and susked what accusation they 
had to bring agaiust him ; and told them to take 
him and judge him according to their law. But they 
daid that by their law they had no power to put any 
man to death. 

Pilate came back again into the judgment hall 
where Jesus was, and asked him whether he was 
king of the Jews, and what he had done. Jesus 
said, " My kingdom is not of this world." Pilate 
said, " Art thou a king, then ? " Jesus replied, 
" Thou sayest truly that I am a king. To this end 
was I bom, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth." Pilate 
went out again to the Jews, and said, "I find no 
fault in him." 

Something having then been said about Jesus stir- 
ring up the people in Galilee, Pilate sent him to Her- 
od, who was the ruler in Gralilee. Herod "had long 
wished to see him, and asked him many questions. 
But Jesus answered him nothing. The chief priests 
and scribes were there, and vehemently accused 
him. Herod and his soldiers mocked him, and in 
scorn dressed him up as if he had been a king, and 
sent him back to Pilate. 

Pilate again told the chief priests and the rulers 
of the people, that he could find no fault in him, nor 
any evidence that their accusations were true. " I 
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will, therefore,^^ he said, ^^ chastise him, and release 
him." For he usually released to them one prisoner 
at this feast. But they cried out, " Away with this 
man, and release to us Barabbas." Barabbas had 
been cast into prison for insurrection and murder. 
But Pilate was awed by the appearance of Jesus, 
and, being very earnest to release him, he spoke to 
them again. But they cried aloud, " Crucify him, 
crucify him." "Why," said Pilate, interfering in 
his behalf yet a third time, "what evil hath he 
done ? " But they cried out more fiercely than ever, 
*' Let him be crucified." 

. And Pilate took water, and washed his hands be- 
fore them, and said, " I am innocent of the blood of 
this righteous man : see ye to it." And they said, 
** His blood be on us, and on our children." 



Most merciful Grod, who didst allow sinful men 
to mock, and scourge thine holy Son, that we, by his 
humiliation and sorrows, might be converted and 
reconciled to thee, may we feel his sufferings as we 
ought, and by them be brought nigh unto thee, in 
heart and life ; through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
our Redeemer. 

Questions. — What became of the disciples when Jesus 
was taken ? What time of night was it ? Where was Jesus 
taken first 1 What occurred there ? What occurred when the 
council came together? What then took place- between Jesus 
and the high-priest 1 What did they do to Jesus ? What be- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



125 

8«me of Peter 1 How long was Jesus kept in the 'ugh-^nest^i 
palace 1 What did he say to the Sanhedrim? Where did 
they take him then ? What did Pilate say to them % What 
did he then say to Jesus ? What did Jesus reply to him ? 
Where was Jesus then senti What did Herod do wit^ 
him ? What did Pilate then say ? What did the chief priests 
reply ? What did Pilate then ? 



LESSON XXIX. 

CONDEMNATION AND CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS. • 

Friday, April 7, from 8i A. M. till 3 P. M. — Matt xxyL 
27-56; Mark. xv. 16-41-j Luke xxiii. 24 - 49 ; John xix. 
1-30. 

Still Pilate was not easy in his mind. He could 
not consent to give Jesus up to be cruculed. He 
took him and scourged him, which was a punish- 
ment more severe than is ever inflicted among us 
on man or beast, and usually lef\ the victim covered 
with blood. The soldiers then put a cmwn of 
thorns on his head, in such a way that the thorns 
might pierce his flesh. They threw a purple or 
royal mantle -round him, and, taunting him with the 
words, " Hail, king of the Jews ! " struck him with 
the palms of their hands, spit upon him, smote him 
on the head, and kneeled before him. 

Pilate went out again to the people, and said, " 1 
bring him out, that ye may know that I find no fault 
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in him." And Jesus, his face probably marked wifli 
blood, came out, wearing the crown of thorns, and 
the purple mantle. Pilate, hoping that such an ex- 
hibition of meekness and suffering might move them 
to compassion, said, " Behold the man ! " But 
when the chief priests and the officers saw him, 
they cried out, " Crucify him, crucify him." Pilate 
said, " Take ye him iind crucify him ; for I find no 
fault in him." They said that by their law he ought 
to die, for he made himself the Son of God. 

JVhen Pilate heard this, he was still more afraid. 
In perplexity and fear he went back again to the 
judgment hall, and said* to Jesus, "Whence art 
. thou ? " Jesus made no reply. Pilate, wondering 
and fearing yet more from this unaccountable con- 
duct of his prisoner, said, " Speakest thou not unto 
me ? Knowest thou not that I have power to cruci- 
fy, and have power to release thee ? " Jesus said, 
" Thou couldst have no power at all against me, ex- 
cept it were given thee from above." 

After this, Pilate continued still seeking to release 
him. But when he found that he produced no effect 
on the rulers and the enraged multitude, and that 
they only cried the more violently, " Away with 
him ! away with him ! crucify him ! " he gave him 
up to them to be crucified. 

And when they had mocked him, they clotlied 
him in his own garments, and led him away to cru- 
cify him. At first he went bearing his cross. But 
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the sufferings of that dreadful night had left him 
rery weak, and he probably sunk under its weight. 
And one Simon*, a Cyreciean, was compelled to bear 
it after him. 

As they passed through the city, there followed 
after him a great number of people, and of women 
who wept and smote their breasts, and bewailed him. 
But Jesus turned to them, and with the sweetness 
and majesty of his divine compassion said to them, 
*' Daughters of Jerusalem ! weep not for me, but 
weep for yourselves, and for your children." 

They brought him to a place called Golgotha, or 
Calvary, which means a* place of skulls. There 
they crucified him between two malefactors, the one 
on his right hand, the other on his left. Probably 
at the moment when they were nailing* his feet and 
his hands to the cross, he in his agony cried out, 
" Father ! . forgive them ; for they knoiy not what 
they do." 

It was about the third hour, or nine o'clock, when 
Jesus was given up to be crucified, and a little be- 
fore ten o'clock, when he was nailed to the cross. 
He had refused to take the myrrh and wine, which, 
iike opium, would make him insensible to suffering. 
While he hung there in the keenest anguish, they 
that passed by railed at him, wagging their heads, 
the chief priests mocked at him, and the soldiers 
made a jest of his sufierings. Even one of the mal- 
efactors on the cross railed on him ; but the other 
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said, ** Lord, remember me, when tl^ou comest iato 
thy kingdom." And Jesus said, " Verily, I say unto 
thee, To-day shall thou be with me in paradise." 

And there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother 
and his mother's sister, Mary, the wife of Cleo'pas, and 
Mary Magdalene, and John, his beloved disbiple. 
When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing by her, he said to his mother, 
^' Woman, behold thy son " ; and to the disciple he 
said, " Behold thy mother^" And from that hour 
the disciple took her to his own home. 

From the sixth hour, or twelve o'clock, there was 
darkness over all the land* until the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
" My God, my Grod, why hast thou forsaken me I " 

After this, knowing that all things had now beea 
finished, Jesus said, *' I thirst." They filled it 
sponge wi(h vinegar, and put it on a* reed, and 
reached it up to his mouth. When he had received 
Ae vinegar, he said, "It is finished." Then he 
breathed out the prayer, " Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit," and gave up the ghost. 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent ; and 
the earth was shaken, and tombs were opened, and 
many bodies of holy men who had fallen asleep were 
raised. 

And when the centurion, and they that were with 
him watching Jesus, saw the earthquake and the 
things which had come to pass, they feared greatly* 
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and glorified God, saying, ** Truly, this was the Son 
of God." 

And all the multitudes who had come together to 
that sight, when they saw the things which were 
come to pass, smote their breasts and returned. 
And all his acquaintance stood afar off, and the 
women who had followed him from Gralilee. 



O God, our Heavenly Father, have mercy upon 
us. By the tears and prayers of thy Son in our 
behalf, by the sufferings which he, the holy one, 
bore for us in our guilt, by his agony on the cross, 
his cry of anguish, and his death, we beseech thee 
to have mercy upon us, to save us from our sins, and 
from all the misery which they might bring upon 
us. Through him, our Saviour and our Redeemer. 

Questions. — What was next done to Jesus ? What did 
l^late say to the peof >le ? What effect did it have upon them ^ 
Why did they say that he oaght to die ? How did this affect 
Pilate ? What then passed between him and Jesus ? Did 
Pilate still seek to save him ? What did the multitade ? 
What did Pilate allow them to do ? Where was Jesus taken 
then ! What occurred as he was passing to Calvary ? How 
was he crucified ? Describe what took place as he was on the 
cross. What can you say of his mother and beloved disciple 
there 1 How long was he on the cross ? How long was there 
darkness ? Describe his death, and what then took place. 
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LESSON XXX. 

THE MORNING OF THE RESURRECTION. 

Sunday, April 9. — Matt xxviii. 1 - 9 ; Mark xvi, 1-11; 
Lake xxiv. 1 - 12 ; John xx. 1-18. 

After the crucifixion, the body, of Jesus was 
taken down from the cross. Ni^odemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds, 
with which to embalm it ; and Joseph of Arimathea, 
having begged the body, of Pilate, wrapped it in fine 
linen with the spices, and laid it in a sepulchre hewn 
of stone in a garden near the spot where Jesus had 
been crucified. And Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary, the mother of James and Joses, were there, 
sitting over against the sepulchre, and beheld where 
he was laid. * 

It was now near the end of the day. At sunset 
the Jewish Sabbath began. The sepulchre was 
closed and sealed by the command of Pilate, the 
Romati governor, a heavy stone was placed upon it, 
and a company of soldiers left to keep watch over 
it, lest his disciples should come and steal the body 
away. 

The Sabbath was passed by the disciples in si- 
lence and in sorrow. Their hopes were buried in 
the tomb with Jesus. But they could not feel as if 
all were ended. 
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When the Jewish Sabbath was past, very early on 
the first day of the week, the morning of the first 
Christian Sabbath, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, and other women 
from Bethany, came, while it was yet dark, to the 
sepulchre, with spices,^ that they might anoint the 
body of Jesus. And as they went, they questioned 
how they should be able to roll away the heavy 
stone which had been placed on the mouth of the 
sepulchre. 

But before they came, there had been an earth- 
quake, and an angcl of the Lord had descended from 
heaven, and rolled away the stone. As soon as 
Mary Magdalene had come near enough to see that 
the stone was rolled away, she ran to Simon Peter 
and John, who were in the city, and said, " Th<ey 
have taken away my Lord, and we know not where 
they have laid him." 

The other women went on till they reached the 
sepulchre. They that came first saw the angel, 
who led them into the sepulchre ; and they who 
were a little behind, when they came, entei'ed into 
the sepulchre, and saw a youhg man sitting on the 
right side, clothed in a long white robe, and they 
were affrighted. But he said to them, " Be not af- 
frighted. Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was cru- 
cified. He is risen : he is not here ; behold the 
place where they laid him." And they fled from 
the sepulchre-, with fear and great joy, saying notlv 
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ing by the way, and ran to carry the tidings to the 
disciples. 

Just then another company of women, Joanna and 
others, came to the sepulchre, and, as they entered, 
found not the body of Jesus. They were perplexed, 
and, behold, two men stood by them in shining gar- 
ments, and said to them, as they bowed their faces 
to the earth in fear, " Why seek ye the living among 
the dead ? He is not here, but is risen." 

Peter and John, as soon as Mary Magdalene told 
them that the body of Jesus was gone, ran hastily to 
the sepulchre. John came first .to the place, and, 
stooping* down, looked in and saw the lin^n bands in 
which the body of Jesus had been laid. Peter went 
into the sepulchre, and saw the linen bands in one 
place, and the napkin which was upon his head, not 
with the bands, but wrapped up in a place by itselfl 
John then went into the sepulchre, and believed that 
the body had indeed been taken away. The two 
disciples then went to their abode. 

But Mary stood weeping at the mouth of the sep- 
ulchre. And as she wept, she stooped down to look 
into the sepulchre, and she beheld two angels, one 
at the head and the other at the feet, where the body 
of Jesus had lain. And they said, " Woman, why 
art thou weeping ? " She said, " Because they have 
taken away my Lord, mi I K^^pw not where they 
have laid him." 

When she had said this, she turned round, and 
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Jesus. Jesus saith to her, " Woman, why weepest 
thou ? whom art thou seeking ? " She supposed it 
was the gardener, and said to him, " Sir, if thou hast 
borne him hence, tell mfe where thou hast laid him, 
and I will take him away." 

Jeaus then, in a tone which must have gone 
through her very soul, said, " Mary ! " She turned, 
and could only say, " Rabboni," — " Lord," — throw- 
ing herself probably at hisf feet and clinging to them 
Jesus said to her, " Touch me not," (that is, " Cling 
not to me,") " for I am not yet ascended to my Fa- 
ther ; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father, and my 
God and your God." 

She went and told the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord, and that he had said these things to her. 



Almighty God, who through thy only begotten 
Son hast overcome death, and opened unto us the 
gate of everlasting life, may we rejoice in the glori- 
ous resurrection of our Lord from the dead. May 
we also rise with him, to be made partakers of his 
glory in thy blessed kingdom of righteousness and 
peace, world without end. Amen. 

Questions. — What was done with the body of Jesus? 
How was the sepulchre guarded 1 Who came iBrst to the sop- 
nlchre on Sunday morning? What did they find had taken 
place? Where did Mary Magdalene go ? What did the other 
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women who came with her see ? What did the angels say f 
What other party of women was there 1 and what occorred 
to them? What did Peter and John? Where did Maiy 
KagdaJene stand, and what occurred to her? Descrihe her 
interview with Jesns. 



LESSON XXXI. 

THE ASCENSION. 

April 9. May 28. — Lnke xxiw 13 - 53 ; Mark xr. 12 - 2a; 
John XX. 19-29; xxi. 1-23; Matt, xxviii. 16-20; Acts 
11-14} 1 Cor. XV. 3-8. V 

On the day af the resurrection, in the afternoon, 
two of the discipltes of Jesus were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about sixty furlongs, or between 
seven and eight miles, from Jerusalem. And while 
they were talking very earnestly together about what 
had happened, Jesus drew near, and went' on with 
them. But they did not know him. 

Jesus asked them what it was that they were talk- 
ing about, ias they walked along so sadly. One of 
fhem, Cleopas by name, asked if he could be even 
so much as a stranger in Jerusalem, and not know 
the things which had come to pass there. And Je- 
sus said, " What things ? " The things, they replied, 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, whom 
the chief priests and rulers had crucified. " But 
we," they said, "trusted that it had been he who 
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should have redeemed Israel. And besides all this, 
to-day is the third day since these things were done. 
Moreover, also, certain women from among us made 
us astonished, who were early at the sepulchre. 
And when they found not his body, they came, say- 
ing that they had also seen a vision df angels, who 
said that he was alive. And certain of those who 
were with us went away to the sepulchre, and found 
it even as the women had said ; but him they saw 
not.'* 

Jesus then, beginning from Moses and from all the 
prophets, explained to them the things which had 
been written concerning himself, how that it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer these "things, and to 
enter into his glory. 

While he was talking, they drew nigh to the vil- 
lage, and he would have gone on. But they con- 
strained him to stay. " Abide with us," they said ; 
" for it is towards evening, and the day is far spent*" 
And he went in with them. 

And as he sat at meat with them, he took bread 
and blessed it, and brake and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew him. And 
he vanished out of their sight. And they said one 
to another, " Did not our heart burn within us while 
he talked with us by the way, and while he opened 
to us the Scriptures ? " 

That very hour they arose and went to Jerusalem, 
and found the eleven gathered together, who told 
them that the Lord had risen indeed, and appeared 
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to Simon. And while they were telling how Jesus 
had made himself known to them, Jesus himself 
stood in the midst of them, and said, " Peace be un- 
to you. But they were tenified, and thought it was 
a ghost appearing to them. But Jesus told them to 
handle him ancT see ; for a ghost had not flesh and 
bones as he had. And he showed them his hands 
and his feet, and ate a piece of a broiled fish and of 
a honeycomb, that they might be sure that it wa^ 
he himself. And he said, " Peace be unto you ! As 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you." 

On the first day, or Sunday, of the next week, Je- 
sus appeared to his disciples again, and to Thomas, 
who had not been with them the week before, and 
who would not believe that he had risen from the 
dead. But when he saw and heard and felt him, 
he cried out, " My Lord, and my God ! " Jesus 
said to him, " Thomas, because thou hast seen tne, 
thou hast believed : blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed." 

More than once Jesus met the disciples in Galilee, 
and was seen by five hundred at one time (1 Gor. 
XV. 6). When he had met them on one of the 
mountains in Gralilee, he said to them, " All power 
is given unto me, in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Gl|bSt, teaching them to observe whatsoever 
tilings I have commanded you. And lo ! I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world." 
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For forty days he continued to show himself to 
them. At tHe end of that time he led them out over 
the Mount of Olives as far as to Bethany. And he 
lifted up his hands and blessed them. And while he 
was blessing them, he was taken up ; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight. % 

And as they were steadfastly looking towards 
heaven while he was ascending, behold, two men 
stood by them, in white apparel, and said to them, 
" Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ? This same Jesus, who is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven.^' 

And they worshipped Jesus, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy, and were continually in the 
temple, praising and blessing Grod. 



We beseech thee, most merciful Father, ^hat as 
thy beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, has ascend- 
ed into the heavens, so we may also in mind and 
heart ascend, and dwell with him, and with thee, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Questions. — Describe the appearance of Jesus to the two 
disciples. His appearance to the eleven. His appearance 
when Thomas was present What did he say to them in Gal* 
ilee 1 How many days did he continue to show himself to 
them ? Where was the ascension 1 What can yon tell abool 

iif 

TBS END. 
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